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the esd. of Morray, againſt Mr. James Allan Mi. 


The Preface 
Hey who judge of things according to appearance, ardready 
to entertain hard thoughts of the Writings of M. A. B. or 
at: leaſt the Apology for them, as containing a Maſs of dan- 
gerous, impious, blaſphemous, and damnable Errors; and 
for this they may think, there needs no greater evidence than a 
ſolemn Sentence of a Gen. A. condemning him whom they ſup- 
poſed to be the Author of it, as having given clear and evident 
proof of his being led away with the Spirit of Error and 
very groſs Deluſions, and infected with impious, blaſphe- _ 
mous and damnable Errors. NN A SABLE 
But if Men would be pleaſed to hearken to our Saviour s ad- 


* 
ot 


vice: Judge not according to appearance, but judge righte- 


ous Judgement; they would not be ſo raſb and haſty in their 
Cenſure. Indeed if Truth and Equity were inſeparable from 
the Governing, part of a Church or Society, there needed no more 
than the Sentence of ſuch to determine our Judgement and Choice. 
But fince there is nothing leſs true than this; and that often times 
Truth and Innocence are oppreſt and perſetuted, under the hate 
ful Names of Hereſy vo Blaſphemy ; and falſe Doctrines and © 
Impieties do triumph, under a cover of the Truths and Cauſe of 
God ; we ought impartially to weigh and confider*the things 
themſelves. Our Lord himſelf was judged to be a Blaſphemer- - 
and a fubverter. of the Law, by the Rulers of the Church then, 
the Prieſts and Elders; and the People took their word upon it, 
and cried out; away with Him, crucifie Him. 
be manner of the Procedure of the Aſſembly and their Com- 
miſſion, as to the foreſaid Book and Perſon, gave no ground im- 
EE DS >. plicitly 
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plicitly to truſt their Judgement in that Matter, To ſet them: 
ſelves to ſeek out the Author of a Book, and to proſecute him 
whom they ſuppoſed to be ſo, before the ſaid Book or the Princi- 
ples contain d in it, were maturely and deliberately confidered, 
and condemn'd as Erroneous and Heretical, by the Sentence of 
any proper Judge or Judicatory: To apply in the firſt Inſtance 
to the Supream Ecclefiaſtitſt Court or its Commiſſion, againſt tbe 
foreſait ſuppoſed Author, and to have him and Witneſſes againſt  _ 
him, cited before them to one and the ſame Hour, without euer 
dealing with him, or telling him his Fault firſt in private: Ne- 
 ver-to-ſeek to reſtore him, if in a Fault, in the Spirit of Meek- 
neſs, aud in Meekneſs to inſtruct him, but only to fit as an Ec> 
cleſiaſtict Court, and without any ſuch previous Endeavours. of 
reclaiming, him, to give Sentence againſt him, as Heretical, 
and infected with impious blaſphemoxs and damnable Errours; 
and to mate this be publiſped in all the Churches of the Dioceſe, 
that they might bring up an evil Report upon him, and, by af- 
fixing on him ſuch odious Names, might beget in others an Ab- > 
horrence of him: To pick out of the Book half Sentences here 
aud there, concealing what might ſerve to clear the true ſenſe of 
an) Expreſſion, and then of theſe to form heretical Principles: 
To paſs Sentence about a thing before they knew and underſtood 
it; to Truſt wholly to the Judgement of another; to condenin a 
Baok, and give ſolemn Sentence againſt it, becauſe they had ſeen 
ſome Expreſſions taken out of it, which ſeemed. to them wery 
| harſh, without perufing the Book it ſelf, and weighing imparti- 
ally what is there ſaid: To aggravate things beyond their due 
weight, and load them with the odious Names of impious, blaſ- 
phemous and damnable Errors, without the leaſt evidence for - 
it, and to recommend to Presbytries and Synods to enquire if-there 
he any thing found in the ſaid Book, to fall under the 11th Act 
of the 5th Sell. of the then current Parliament; or under am 
other Act of Parliament againſt Blaſphemy, &c. that it may le 
gepreſented to his Majeſties Advocate, to the effect the ſaids 
| 5 3 Laws 
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Laws, may be put in due Execution: All theſe are k much Kain 
natural Equity, and the doing as we would be done by; 4. 
gainſt Chriſtian Charity, that thinketh no Evil; and that : 
KMeeknefs and Compaſſion, and tender deſire of Inſtrudting and 
reſtoring others, which the Goſpel of: Feſus Chriſt requires; 
that I think, Appeal may be made from the Aſſembly in heat aul 
humour, unto the Aſſembly in a-calm, meek, and Chriſtian Tem- 
per; and then, I dare ſay, they would treat both the Boot an! 
the ſuppoſed Author of it, with more of. Meekneſs and Charity. 
The Propoſitions ſet down and condemn'd by them as impi- 
ons, pernicious, and damnable Errors, are, ſome of them, con- 
eived in ſuch Terms, as are utterly inconſiſtent with her Sen- 
fiments, and with the account of them in the Apology ; and-others 
of them ſo expreſt, as to give a Senſe quite different from hers ; 
as appears by one of the following Papers. Beſides, they are ge- 
xerally among the acceſſory Sentiments, which are not neceſſary 
to be believ'd in order to Salvation: And the Writer of 25 
Apology, Being only a Narrator, giving an account of the Senti- 
ments of M. A. B. and her own Vindication of them; leaving the 
| Reader to judge of the truth of the Sentiments, his Province be- 
ing only to give a true and faithful account of what. ſhe ſays: for 
her ſelf and for her Sentiments ; to proſecute the foreſaid Per- 
on upon that head in the manner they were pleaſed to db, even 
| WS he were the Author, ſeems to be hard meafure; » + 
As to the Grounds and Reaſons of the Sentence, ſet down in 
rte body of the Sentence; If it be a truth, that theſe Writ- © 
ings do repreſent the Eſſentials of the. Chriſtian Religion, - 
and direct to a Chriſtian Spirit, with more force and vi- 
gour, than many of the Writings of this Age he had ſeen, 
and that the ſingular Sentiments contain'd in them, ougit 
not to be reckon'd Hereſies, becauſe they Contradict no 
Articles of the Chriſtian Religion; Then his owning ef this 
Truth was not a Crime worthy of ſach. a Sentence; efpectally, | 


when the Conimiſ ron 1. ſed no means to cauvince him of the con- 
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trar , nor has the Aſſembly given any Evidence, that the con- 


trary is True. But if theſe Words, That he highly valued 

and embraced them, be in the Sentence 2 to the acceſſo- 
ry Sentiments, as if he had owned his embracing of theſe ; This 
ij not true, he ſpoke no ſuch thing, but declined to give his 
Judgement concerning them, except in ſo far as hath been al- 


read) ſaid, That he would neither affirm nor deny that he 
was the Author of the Book, or that A. B. was Divinely 


Inſpired, was not a Crime worthy of a Sentence. If the aim of 
the Book be to repreſent the great ends of Chriſtianity, it was 
no Crime to ſay ſo, and it might have mov'd the Aſſembly to have 
read it, before they condemu'd it. If he ſaid, that it gave a 
tolerable account of the Eſſentials of the Chriſtian Religion, 
it had been worthy of them, to ſhew, that that was falſe, 
or that the Acceſſories do contradict them. If the Aim of 
'thoſe Writings be to bring Men to the Love of God, and of 


one another, by the Alone Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, reſcu'd 
from the corrupt Gloſſes of Men, by which the force of 


it has been deſtroy'd; he had no Reaſon tobeaſham'd of his be- 
ing Proſecuted for his Eſteemof them, but that he has not duely 
-purſued that end himſelf by thoſe excellent means. So that no- 
thing contain d in the Sentence againſt him doth make appear, 
that he had given clear evidence of his being infected with 
impious, — — and damnable Errours. And when 
the Brethren of the Aſſembly, ſhall be pleaſed to peruſe the Book 


At ſelf without prejudice, it is to be hop d, they may Retract 1 


Both their Opinion and their Sentence. 3 
Seeing then the moſt Eſſential Truths and Duties of the 
Chriſtian Religion are moſt lively and forcibly held forth in tbeſe 
Writings, for which the Apology is made Seeing their great 


aim is, to reſcue the Doctrine of Feſus Chriſt from the corrupt 
Gloſſes of Men; and to lay it before us in its native fim 


plicity, 


Free from the diſguiſes, and the obſcure Terms and Language of 
d bhbe Schools, and to Dired us aright, to the true and living 


pra- 
ctice 
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Alice of it: Seeing their chief aim i to ſhew, that Man was Creat- 
ed to love God alone, and all other things only in and for God; 
that Maus Nature is now ſo wretchedly Corrupted, as to love him- 
ſelf alone, and all other things only in and for himſelf: That there 
i no Salvation without returning to the love of God: That Man 
of himſelf can do nothing, but follow his corrupt Inclinations : 
That Feſus Chrift the Eternal Son of God, God and Man, has Ly 

his Mediation and Merits obtain d Pardon, Grace and Salvation 
for us, and time and means to return to the Love of God, if we 
will embrace them: That we cannot return to the Love of God, 


without 7 and mortifying our corrupt Nature: That 
we cannot do this but by following the Life and Doctrine of Je- 


fus Chriſt, in denying our ſelves, taking up our Croſs, and fol- 
lowing Him : That without this, we ſhall have no Intereſt in his 
- Merits and Satisfaction: That as God in all things is Good, 
aud Juſt, and True, ſo Feſus Chriſt is come to indue us with 
thoſe divine Qualities, and nothing we do, can be acceptable 
to God, if it do not flow from them: That it is the Spirit of God 


only that can renew us into the divine Nature and Image: That to be a true Chri- 


ſtian, doth not conſiſt in Opinions, Speculations, Theories and Ideas; but in the © 


divine Life and Spirit of Feſus Chriſt; nor in outward Rites, but in a real new Na- 
ture; nor in being zealous for a Se# and Party, but in the being United unto God &5 
by Children, in divine Love and Charity: That to rely on ſuch Opinions, Forms 


and zeal for Parties, as the immediate means of being renewed into the Spirit of I 


Chriſt, x Hypocriſy, Phariſaiſm, and ſelf Righteouſneſs : That to cleave to them as 
the End, 0 Idolatry: Seeing thoſe Writings do not only ſhew us in the general, 
what it is ro be a true Chriſtian, but do as it were lead us by the hand to the par- 
ticular Practice of it, and that in ſuch a convincing forcible Manner, as few can 
read them without being touch d with a Senſe of divine Things, à even the grea- 
Teſt Enemies of thoſe Writings have been forc'd to acknowledge : And ſeeing the 
other ſingular Sentiments contain d in them, do not at all contradi& or eneruate 


the force of thoſe divine Truths; but tend rather to confirm and ſtrengthen them: 


Seeing all this u moſt true, as the Writings themſelves and the Apology for them 
do make appear: It M; to be hop d, that if once the Miniſters of the Aſſembly ſhall 
allow themſelves to peruſe them without prejudice, and with that candour and 
impartiality, that becomes lovers of the Truth, and Miniſters of Feſus Chriſt, 
" they will inſtead of ſpeaking reproachfully of them, or of deterring others from 5 
ding them, recommend them to the World as moſt uſeful means for reviving 
— of Chriſtianity which is now ſo generally loſt among all the Parties who 
it. | x 
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Truth will meet with acceptange among ſt ſincere and well _— Perſons of 


bo whatſoever Party, whey once it j fairly repreſented to them, Of this the following 
© | Papers give a remarkable Inſtance: Some of the Writings of A. B. falling into 
i the hands f one of tbe Presbyterian Miniſters, to wit Mr. James Allan Mini- 


ſter at Rothes, a Perſon of ſingular Probity and Parts, as is well - known in the 
Country where he lives, he feund the Doctrine of Feſus Chriſt contain'd in the Go- 
ſpel, ſo truly and plainly repreſented and reſcued from. the falſe gloſſes of Men, 
and ſo effetually touching his Heart, as well as convincing hs Underſtanding & 
* -» Reaſon, that he could not but eſteem them, notwithſtanding of ſome ſingular. Sen- 
timents contain'd in them; about which he thought it hu duty to ſuſpend hu Fudg- 
ment, they neither being neceſſary to Salvation, nor contradicting the eſſential 
y Truths of Feſus Chriſt, This his Brethren of the ſame Synod do no ſooner ſuſpect, 
T1} but they preſently make a Teſt for the diſcovery of it , and will needs have all of 
Tt their Number to ſign their aſſent to the Condemuation made by the Gen. Aſſ. 1701, 
1 of ten or eleven Propoſitions as heretical Doctrines cf A. B. And he declining to 
f do this in the Terms required by them, to wit, as Doctrines of A. B. and to ſign 
1 the Weſtminſter Confeſſion in all its Clauſes and Articles, as the Confeſſion 
of his Faith; they preſentiy toſs him from Court to Court, and proſecute him 
{tho one of their own Number, aud who.continues ſtill to be of their Communion) 
with as little of Chriſtian Equity and Temper, as their Bretbren had done the ſup- 
. poſed Author of the Apology for A. N. Lidel ſome wiſe and moderate Perſons in 
| the Aſſembly, when the Affair came before them, were willing to have treated 
E bim with more of Equity and Charity: But theſe were ouer- ruled by a Majority. 
238 3* I )he following Papers, containing an account of thy Proceſs, and ſome juſt R- 
1 Fett ions of a Presbyterian Miniſter thereupon, deſign'd it ſeems to have been com- 
5 municated to the Moderator of the next General Aſſembly, having fallen into my 
hands, Tjudged them worthy to be imparted,not cnly to the Moderator, but to all the 
Miniſters ef the Aſſembly ; and to all who lay to Heart, the Evils of the Church, 
and do heartily wiſh to have them helped. The Miniſters of this Age, are generally 
ſo far from the Spirit of the chief Paſtor, and of thoſe choſen by bim, for the re- 
covery and care of Souls; and the Method of traihing them up for that ſacred Of- 
1 Nee, ſo unlike to his; and the Diſpoſitions and Qualifications required in thoſe 
1 whom they Aſſume into it, ſo different from thoſe which he regarded; that it 1 
1 4 wonder the Miniſters do not bluſh, when they read the Geſpels and ſee the Dif- 
formity of their Spirit and Meaſures from theſe of Jeſus Chriſt, And it is ſad to 
| X ſee that wben any do Labour ts be endued with his Spirit, they are preſently thruſt 
| From the Miniſtry. Until thi be helped, the ſtate of the Church may well become 
1 daily worſe; it cannot be better, Thu 1j ſo Fairly repreſented unto the Presbyterian 
| * Miniſters in the following Papers, by one of their own number, and not. a ſtranger, 
' that ] hope it may have a good effect upon them, and that they will reckon, I have 
done them no ill Office, by making them thus public. 3 
Mr. Allan having been pleaſed at the deſire a Friend, to tell him in what 
ſenſe he was willing ta renounce the Propoſitions condemn'd ly the Gen. A. 1701 
and how th ſenſe which they have nffi æ d to them, ij quite different from the Sen- 
eiments of A. B. as they are repreſented in the Apolegy ; T have thought fit to join 
this to the other Papers, ſince it ſerves both to vindicate Mr. A—s Conduct in 
that matter, and the Apolegy from the odicus Character which had been given to t. 
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MODERATOR 


O F THE NEXT 


V 2 Reverend and Dear Brother, 


Men, for the Holy Miniſtry, no ſuitable care is ta. 


T i is much to be regreted, that in Training up * | 
1 ken to engage them into a ſtrict, holy, mortiſied 


and ſelf-denyed Life; without which, they can ne- 


General Aſsembly, o- 


ver be truly learned in Chriſts School, nor rightly qualified 


for that Holy Office. And if any of them after their Ordi- 
nation, ſhall attain to any tolerable meaſure of true ſolid 
Learning or Piety, they muſt then be Depoſed, and the 
Church deprived-of the benefit of their Labours, if the 


y © 
have ſo much as a ſcruple againſt any Article of the'Weſt- * 


E Confeſſian of Faith; as we may ſee in the caſe of Mr. 


ames Allan linter at Rothes, whom the Synod of Murray - 


ve Depoſed, becauſe he ſcrupled to Subſcribe the ſame, as 

the Cone ron of his Faith ; while in the mean time, they 

would offer nothing to Inform his Judgement, or clear his 
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Scruples This is an ill preparative, and may be of bad 


Conſequences to the Church of Chriſt. 


There ore I judge it my duty, humbly to offer ſome 
Conſiderations againſt ſuch a peremptory urging and im- 
poling of the Confeſſion of Faith, as terms of Miniſterial Com- 
munion: As allo, to give a clear account o. Mr. J——s 


_ Proceſs, that fo the ' Reverend Aſſembly may ſee it is their 


duty to | Reſtore him to his Miniſtry, and to prevent ſuch 


_ abuſes in time coming. 


I. Let us then conſider, what is the * and deſign of 
the Chriſtian Religion, and Þ we ſhall clearly perceive, that 
the Impoſing ol the Weſtminſter Confeſſion, is not neceſlary, 


but er hurtful and prejudicial to the ſame. For, Chriſti- 


anity aims and deſigns to take off Men from their own lear- 
ning and wiſdom, and from. every thing that diverts their 
Minds and Sp: rits from being always elevated and raiſed up 
to God: Whereas this Confeſſion doth rather hinder, than 
advance this deſign, by reaſon of the Intricacy and Per- 


plexedneſs, the drieneſs and barrenneſs of ſome ſpecu- 


lations and opinions contain'd in it. A true Chriſtian, is one 
that ſeeks and deſires nothing but God Alone, and therefore, 


whatever comes from the Spirit of God, he reliſhes it, as 


the nouriſhment of his Soul, becauſe it ſtill draws him in 
more and more to God, who is his A/. And certainly, it were 
very prejudicial to the Intereſt of true Chriſtianity, to im- 
oof on ſuch Perſons, any thing that might hinder or di- 
vert them, from this great deſign of intertaining their Souls 
and Spirits continually with God, that Amiable and Bleſ- 


fed Object, whom we ought unceſſantly to love and adore. 
But it is evident, that ſome ſpeculative contraverted 
points in the Confeſton of Faith; have a tendency to divert 
Mens Minds from this Imployment, by filling ih with 
many Forreign Thoughts and doubtful Diſputations, and 
thereby abating the fervor of their Holy deſires, and with- 


drawing 
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drawing them- from PR. and vigorons purfuit of 
the One Thing Neceſſary. Therefore to impoſe ſuch Theo- 
ries and Speculations, as Articles of Faith and Terms of Com- 
munion, is, as if a Company of Travellers would not allow 


any Man to Travel with them in the ſame Road, unleſs 


he firſt fit down, and ſpend the time allowed him for his 
5 rney, in learning to know the nature of Motion, and 

ow his Legs are moved by their Muſcles, and theſe by 
the Animal Spirits, &c. Whereas the Man might Travel as 
well as themſelves, tho' he did not know, or could nat Sub- 
ſcribe to all their Notions and Speculationsabout theſe things: 


And certainly his fellow Travellers would be much to blame, 


if, for no other Fault, they ſhould caſt him out of the So- 
ciety, as one that were Lame and Unable to Travel, or to 
come to his Jouraeys end. Even fo, a Chriſtians Life is a 
conſtant Travelling from Sin to Holineſs, or from the Crea- 
tures to God, and from the things of Time to theſe that are 
Eternal. And all the Powers and Faculties of Mens Souls 
may be, and have been carried forwards to God and things 
Eternal, tho in the mean time they did not know, or cou 
not Subſcribe to all the Speculations, concerning the eternal 


Dieecrees of God, and ſome other things that are in the Con- 


feſſion of Faith ; whereas others have been hindered in their 
| Chriſtian Race, by ſpending their time in ſuch Speculati- 
ons and Contraverſies : And therefore it is evident, that 
the impoſing of theſe things as Terms of Communion is not 
neceſſary, but rather hurtful and prejudicial to the great 
deſigns of Chriſtianity, TP 
II. Let us conſider, the work and duty of the Goſpel M. 

niſtry and the terms of Miniſterial Communion, appointed 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; and ſo we ſhall eaſily diſcern, 
that Chriſts holy ends and deſigns in theſe things are not 
[fulfilled ; but rather fruſtrated and made void by the preſent 
uſe, that is made of the Weſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith, in 
F A ſetting 


— 
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ſetting it up, as the only Teſt of Orthodoxy, and the Terms of 
Miniſterial Communion. For it is the Work and Duty of Mi- 

niſters, to go before the Lords People as Captains, in Fight- 
ing his Battels, againſt the Devil, the World and the Fleſh. 
Every Chriſtian is a Souldier, but a Miniſter is a Souldier 
in a more Eminent Station, whoſe great Work it is to Teach 
and Encourage others by his. Lite and Doctrine, how to 
Overcome the Enemies of their. Salvation, animating them 
to be followers of him, even as he is of Chriſt. For our Bleſ- 
{ed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, the great Shepherd of the 
Sheep and Captain of our Salvation, did encounter the uni- 
ted Power and Force of the Enemy, and by the Power of 
his Eternal Spirit did reſiſt and overcome all his utmoſt 
Efforts, never yielding in any thing to the Devil, the World, 
or the Fleſh ; or any evil or Corruption, hut. Faithfully re- 
ſiſting the ſame even unto the Death. And as he hath ordained 
all his Followers, ſo eſpecially the Paſtors and Teachers of 

Hs Church, that they ſhould Copy out and Tranſcribe his 

Holy Example in their own Hearts and Lives; that ſo their 

People may be the more Animated and Encouraged in the 
Chriſtian Warfare, when. they ſee their Teachers go forth 

as Captains before them againſt the Enemy,- and when 
they behold their Heavenly converſation, how, by the Power 

of the ſame Spirit which was in Chriſt Jeſus, they den 
themſelves, deſpiſe the World; reſiſt the Devil, ſubdue the 

Fleſh, Mortifie their Corruptions, never yeilding to theſe E- 

nemies, but faithfully reſiſting them even unto Death. This 
is the great Work of ſuch, as Chriſt hath more Eſpecially 
deſignd to be the Light of the World, tho Salt of the Barth, 
and Enſamples to the Flock. And thereſore no Man was cal- 
led to that Office, but he that had given- proof of his Fi- 
delity in: the Chriſtian Warfare; and of a lively Victoxrious 
Faith in overcoming the World, and the profits, Pleaſures, 
and. Honours of it. : Not a. Novice but one that ruled well 


by, 


— 


; £ * © '8 ) | | „ 
His on Houſe, Not ſelf-willed, not given to Wine, no ſtriker, 
not given to filthy Lucre, or Covetous, but a lover of Hoſpitali- 
ty, a lover of good Men, Sober, Juſt, Holy, Temperate, &c. Theſe 

and fuchlike, are the Terms of Miniſterial Communion which 

Chriſt and his Apoſtles did appoint - For if our Bleſſed Lord 
had ſeen that a large Confeſſion of Faith, conſiſting of ſome 

Hundreds of Articles, had been a proper Mean for preſer- 

ving his Church from Error and Herefie, no doubt he had 
- Appointed it; but in his Divine Wiſdom He ſaw that Hol- 
2 Ho was the only Preſervative, and that He Himſelf 

. the bright Sun of Righteouſneſs, would be a ſhining light in 
all Purified and Holy Hearts, to keep them from Errors 

and Hereſſes, and to lead them in all neceſſary and ſaving 

Truth. But if once Unholy men ſhould creep into the Church, 
that then it were impoſſible to keep out Error and Dark 
neſs by Creeds and Confeſfons, or any other means what- 
ſoever; ſeeing Chriſt is the Truth, and he is the Light 
of our Souls, and therefore theſe who forſake him and de- 
part from him, muſt neceſſarly fall into Error and Darkneſfſs. 

And therefore we may obſerve, that in all the Directions 
that are given anent the Qualifications of Miniſters, their 

Work and Duty, and the Terms on which they were to be 

Admitted into, or contiaued in that Holy Office, Chriſts 

deſign in all, is to keep out Unholy Men, that they might 
not be received, and that none might be Admitted to be 

Guides and Governours in his Church, but ſuch as were 

his ſincere Friends and true Followers. None but ſuch as 

- 'were Crucified with him to the World, and all things in it, 

and were really form'd into his Image and Gloath'd with 

His Spirit; this being the only means to preſerve his Chureh 

— ſoundneſs of Doctrine, as well as Holineſs of Conver- 

lation. e - "33; | 64 | | 

No let us fix our Thoughts here a little, and conſider, 

whether theſe holy Ends and Deſigns be attain d, or if they 


be 


” 
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be not rather fruſtrated. and made did, by ſetting up the 
Weſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith, as the only Teſt of Orthodoxy, 
and the Terms of Miniſterial Communion. For, do we not fee 
that thereby the Proud, the Senſual, the Covetous, the Im- 


pure and Unholy, who are all Chriſt's Enemies, are not- 
withſtanding admitted to be Guides and Governours in his 


Church: And are they not reckon'd Orthodox in the Faith, 
and ſound in their Principles, if they own and ſubſcribe the 
Confeſſion of Faith, tho in the mean time they have not the 


Spirit of Chriſt dwelling in them > And therefore are un- 


doubtedly lying in Error and Darkneſs. But ſappoſe a Man 
were a ſificere Friend and a true Follower of Chriſt, yet if 


he have a ſcruple againſt any Article of the Confeſion of 


Faith, he muſt be ſhut out or Depoſed from the Miniſtry, 


and reputed erroneous and unſound in his Principles. And 


ſo it is too evident that the-Confeſſion of Faith is not uſed as 
2 mean to fulfil the holy Ordinances of Chriſt, but rather to 
render them of none effect, both as to the Work of the 
_ -Goſpel-Miniftry and the Terms of Miniſterial Communion 
which he hath appointed. #2 


III. Let us deal plainly with our ſelves, and ſeriouſſy 


- conſider the great Corruption and Degeneracy into which 
we are fallen, with reſpect to the Eſeutials of Chriſtianity ; 
and ſo we may be clearly convinced, that it is very unac- 
countable and nnwarrantable for us, to impoſe all the other 
Doctrines and Opinions in the Confeſſion of Faith, as Arti- 


cles f Faith and Terms of Miniſterial "Communion. We are 


certainly very much blinded by our Corruption, if we do 
not ſee it, and we are exceedingly hardned and obdured in 
it, if we are not willing to confeſs it, and to take ſhame and 
and confuſion of Face to our ſelves for it, before God 


and before all Men. For wherein does the inward 


"Diſpoſition, or outward Converſation of a Miniſter differ 
from that of other Men? Is it not evident that the inward 


> Diſpo- 
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Diſpoſition af our Souls, is 2s Wordly,and Proud and Self 


TY as theirs? And does not our outward Converſation, for. 


the moſt part, ſavour as much of the Earth, and the things 
of Time as theirs? Ought we not to acknowledge it to 
our ſhame, that the greateſt part of us are very far from a 
heavenly Life, or being truly dead to the World and the 
things of it, which are all but Vanities and Amuſements to 
withdraw our Souls from God and things Eternal > If we 
conſider the Spirit whereby Chriſt, and his Holy Apoſtles, | 
and the Paſtors and Teachers of the Primitive Church were. 
Added, and if we compare the inward Diſpoſitions of their 
Souls, and their outward Converſations with ours, we will 
find that their Souls were all full of God, andof his Light, and 


Life, and Love, and that their outward Converſation was 


like Streams that did naturally flow from theſe Inward Prin- 
ciples, as from a Pure Fountain of Living Waters which did 


Spring up in their Souls unto Eternal Life. Whereas our 


Souls are all full of Self, and of the World, and of the Profits, 

Pleaſures, and Honours of it: And fo our outward Conver- 
ſations (however ſometimes Diſguifed) are nothing elſe but 
Impure Streams flowing from that Defiled Fountain. And 
our Corruption further appears even with reſpect to the Eſ- 
ſential Truths of Chriſtianity, which we neither know nor 
believe ſavingly and ſolidly as we ought ; for we are not 
intirely reſigned unto God, nor do we Kill depend upon 
him, neither have we the Light of his Spirit dwelling in us, 
whereby he manifeſts himfelf to holy Souls, and therefore 
we have not the right Knowledge and Belief of that Fun- 
damental Article of our Faith, That there is a God, the 


Father Almighty Maker of Heaven and Earth. And it is but | 


a ſuperficial Knowledge, and a dead barren Faith that we 
we have of the other Fundamental Articles of the 
Chriſtian Religion, ſuch as, that Chriſt was Crucified, Dead, 


and Buried, that he 1s ariſen, and me into Heaven, and 
is 
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is coming to Judge Us ing we are not as yet Crucified - 
With our Crucified Lord unto the World, nor Dead to the 
Riches, Honours and Pleaſures of it, nor Buried to our Sins 
and Corruptions, that we may live to God only. We have 


not yet ariſen with our ariſen Lord unto this Divine life; 


nor have we aſcended in our Hearts and Spirits unto Hea- 
ven; neither are We conſtantly waiting, looking and long- 
ing for our Lord, Watching and Praying always leaſt we 
be ſurpriſed with his coming. Alace / It is too evident that 
dur Earthly defiled Souls are not as yet become that hol 
Bride; which is all Glorious and Beautiful within, and is all 
adorned with the heavenly Graces of the Spirit of God, de- 
ſiring and breathing after no other thing whatſoever, but 
the coming of her deareſt Bridegroom, crying without ceaſ- 
ing in the ſecret of her Soul, ſaying, Even ſo, come Lord e- 
ſus, come quickly, Amen. Thus the knowledge and belief 
we have of the other fundamental Articles of the Chriſti- 
an Religion, is not real, ſolid and lively, but barren, dead 


and ſuperficial, and therefore this may convince us, that 
our impoſing all the Doctrines and opinions in the Confeſi- 


- 


unacountable: And that becauſe, ENT 

(I. It is. prepoſterous and diſorderly, ſeeing thereby we 
neglect and poſtpone the ove thing Neceſſary. For without 
the Lively and ſolid belief of theſe Neceſſary and Eſſential 
Truths, we can not be ſaved. What folly and miſery is it 
then, that we ſhould act ſo prepoſterouſly as to neglect 
and poſtpone theſe things? And that-forſooth, that we may 
judge. and determine of the eternal Decrees of God, and 
how He will deal with the Heathens, and that we may im- 
poſe theſe and ſome other ſuch ſpeculative contraverted 
points, as Articles of Faith; tho' it be evident that theſe 


on of Faith, as Articles of Faith, is very unwarrantable and 


things are far from being neceſſary to Salvation, and will 


e far from excuſing us tor our neglecting and poſtponing 
Oi 
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of theſe things that are necefary. It is not neceſſary. to Salva- 


of this is, becauſe whoever neglect to do the will of God 
in things Neceſſary and Eſſential, they may be ſure, that 
God will not make known his Ways and Works to them in 
other things; for it is only to purified Souls,that God makes 
known His Secrets, it is the Humble, and Meek, and Lowly 
| Whom Ze will Teach Hu Way; they are the litle Children, 
and Babes in Chriſt, to whom He will ſhew the Myſteries of 
the Kingdom - But ſo long as our Souls are filled with our 
Corruptions, they are altogether uncapable, as well as un- 
Worthy to receive that pure Light of the Spirit of God, 
which Shines in Holy Souls, and which is neceſſary to 
open our Underſtandings, that we may Underfland the Scrip- 
tures; and ſo we cannot have any ſolid grounds of Certain- 
ty and Aſſurance, that there are no Errours in the Confeſ- 
fron of Faith; and therefore it is dangerous to Urge and Im- 
pole it. Tt is true, indeed, that many of us are very con- 
fident of the Truth of all things that are contain'd in the 
| Confeſſion of Faith, but this confidence is built either on our 
. own Reaſonings upon the Scriptures, or on the "Authority 
of others, or on our pretending to the Spirit, wh our 
eee ee eee 
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Hearts are really Impure and Unholy ; All which cannot 
- afford us any ſolid ground or foundation of our Faith. On 
f the contrary, theſe and ſuch like are the very means where- 
buy all forts of Hereſies and Errours have been introduced 
into the Chriſtian Church; for if the Sacinians and others 
had not betaken themſelves to the Force of their own Rea- 
ſonings on the Scriptures, nor the Papiſts depended on the 
Authority of their Church and its Councils, nor the Qaa- 
ters pretended to the Spirit, while they were really deſti- 
tute of it; But if theſe and all other erroneous Perſons, had 
been content to luom nothing, But Chriſt Jeſus and him Cru- 
cified, and to live according to the plain and neceſſary Du- 
ties of the Goſpel; if they had Dexyed themſelves, and Mor- 
tified their Pride, and Curioſity, and other Corruptions, 
always waiting on Chriſt with Humility and Prayer, that 
he would keep them from Errour, and Lead them in all 
neceſſary and ſaving Truth ; then certainly, he would have 
kept them from Falling, and given them his Holy Spirit, 
that they ſbould not walk in Darkneſs, but have the Light of 
_ Life. Whereas their taking upon them to judge, even of 
the deep things of God, and to explain the ſenſe of all the 
Holy Scriptures, while they were really without the Light | 
of the Spzrit- of God, and lying in the darkneſs of Sin and 
Corruption, this hath brought them into a Maze of Errours 
and Miſtakes, and into a very Babel of Confuſion. Nei- 
ther is there any remedy. left, nor any poſſibility of 
- convincing. them of their Errours, ſo long as they con- 
tinne in their Corruptions, and will not be perſwaded to 
_reſume a truly Chriſtian and Goſpel Life. But if they 
did really turn thar blind and fiery Zeal which they have a- 
gainſt us, and againſt one another, into a Holy Zeal againſt 
A. Devil, he World, and the Fleſh ; and if ſo they did be- 


come truly Handle and Meek, and Self den g, and Refign'd 
unto God, certainly this would be more eflectual _— one 
TY 1 as 
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Day, for difcovering their Errours and Hereſſes to them, 
than all our Diſputes and Arguments can be for many Vears: 


I ſhall not apply theſe things to our ſelves, only it is evi- 
dent, that we are not purged and purified from our Cor- 
ruptions more than others, and ſo we may miſtake Erroar 
for Truth, as well as they; and if we have done fo, it will 
be impoſlible to convince us of it, fo long as we abide in 
our Corruptions; for theſe would ſtill engage us to 
maintain our Intereſt and Reputation, and ſo would 
blind us. It is therefore neceflary, that we Tran- 
ſcribe the Laws and Life of Jeſus Chriſt into our Hearts 
and Practice; which is the only remedy againſt theſe evils: - 
and that in the mean time, we beware of Impoſing our 
opinions on others, leſt we obtrude our Errours and Miſ- 
takes upon them, as if they were Articles of. Faith, and 
the clear ſolid Principles of the Chriftian Religion. 

Laſtly, Our impoting the Confeſſion of Faith as Terms of 

Communion, may be of more dreadful and pernicious Con- 
ſequence than we are aware of, ſuch as particularly the in- 
volving us in the guilt of perſecuting and oppreſſing the In- 
nocent, and ſuch, as endeavour to ariſe from that ſtate of 
Degeneracy and Corruption into which we are ally 
fallen: For ſuppoſe, it ſhould pleaſe God, to diſcover to 
ſome Miniſter amongſt us, the pride and covetoufneſs, the 
ſenſuality and other corruptions of his own Heart, and that 


with ſuch a deep and piercing Senſe, as the Man did firm- - 


ly reſolve to deny himſelf, and forſake all, that he miglit 
cleave to Chriſt only ; and particularly, that he would no 
more truſt his own Judgement in ſpeculative controverted 
Points of Religion, till ſuch time as his Soul were purged 

and purified from theſe Corruptions which had darkned his 

"Underſtanding, and till he had truly received the light of 
the Spirit of God, whereby to underſtand the Scriptures, 
and to judge aright of theſe Things. Now altho in the 
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an time he A vonfläntiy adhere to Chriſt, and did both. 
Preach and Practiſe the neceſſary Efſential Duties of Chri- 
ſtianity ; yet by our impoſing all the ſpeculative and contro- 
verted Points in the Confeſſion of Faith, as Articles of Faith and 
Terms of Communion, we could not miſs to diſturb and per- 
. fecute ſuch an One, becauſe he could not in Conſcience 
ſubſcribe the Confeſſion of Faith as the Confeſſion of his Faith : 
For, this being the Terms of our Miniſterial Communion, - 
we could not but Depoſe him and caſt him ont of our So- 
ciety, which notwithſtanding would be downright-Pexſecu- 
tian, and fighting againſt God; ſeeing thereby we ſhould 
wrong and injure one that continued taithful to Chriſt, in 
the plain and neceſſary Duties of the Goſpel, and as to the 
other Speculations and Opinions, did renounce his oun 
Judgement as dark and corrupt, waitingaiytinbly: and pa 
ſtientſy for the Promiſe of the Spirit, aecording to the x 
Directions of the Goſpel. And therefore whatever Igno- 
rance, or Excuſes we might plead for the Injuries and 
Wrongs we had done to ſuch an one, yet undoubtedly 
Chriſt would anſwer us, In as much as ye did it to one of the 
leaſt of theſe, ye did. it unto ne. And, likewiſe he hath told 
us, that-whoſo ſhall offend one of his little ones, it were better 
for hin: at a Mill flone were hanged about. his Neck, and a 
he. wert cal into the Sea. 
Thereſere, Reverend Brother, 1 judge my ſelf i in 
| Duty to God and Charity te my Brerhren, to inform you 
ol the Proceſs againſt Mr. 7. A. Miniſter at, N. u hich looks 
00 like an inſtance of this Nature. I ſhall give you the 
Account in his own Words, in a Letter of his to a Gentle- 
man, wherein he deduces the whole A fair from the begin- 
ning, And I. hope the reverend Aſſembly. will judge there- 
ot by the Rules and Ordinances of the Goſpel of Jeſus 


Chriſt, according to which we ſhall all ** ty be 
_ | 
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'An Account of the Proceſs againſt | Mr. James Allan 
Miniſter at Rothes, before the nod of Morray, 
Kc. for alledged Bourignoniſm; and for not ſubs 
ſcribing the Confeſſion of Faith, at the Confeſ. 
ion of his Faitß; 88 


I a Letter to 4 Gentleman. 


judge it my Duty to ſatisfy your Deſire, in giving you ' 
J a clear Account of the Cauſe and Occaſion of my bein 
Depoſed from the Office of the Miniſtry, 5 my Brethren 
of the Synod of Morray, which you ſay, is fo ſurpriſing to 
you. And that you may underſtand the firſt Riſe of this 
Matter, it is neceſſary that I uſe freedom to tell you, that 
in the Month of September 1703, I began to Exerciſe my 
ſelf, in keeping my Mind and Spirit continually raiſed up 
to God, that I miglit Love Him, Praiſe Him, and Con- 
verſe with him, with as little Interruption as was poſſible 
for me; and being obliged for this end to withdraw my 
ſelf from all unneceſſary and unprofitable Converſe, and to 
live as retir'dly as the neceſſary Duties of my Station would 
permit, I was in a'ſhort time much miſtaken and miſcon- 
ſtructed, efpecially by my Brethren in the Miniſtry,” My 
retirement was conſtructed to be a carrying abſtractly from 
Presbyterian Miniſters, and ſo they concluded that I was 
turned Epiſcopal,” and alſo a Bourignonift, becauſe one of tlie 
Miniſters lodg.ng at my Houſe when I was'trom home, re, 
ported to his Brethren that he had ſeen ſome of Antonia 
Bourignons Books lying on my Chamber Table, ant al- 
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ledged that ſome of my Coat had ſpoken too favourably 
of them. And one of my Brethren told me, that I was ſu- 
ſpected to be a. Bourignioniſt, becauſe (as he ſaid) I did not 
take my Diet as formerly, but went out to the Hills all the 
Day. Another faid, it was becauſe I Preached nothing to 

my People but the Love of Ged and the Renauncing af the 

World. Theſe, Sir, and ſuch like, were the grounds on 

which my Brethren did at firſt conclude, that I was Epiſco- 
pal and Bourignioniſt, and for which they have ever ſince 

Perſecuted me with great rigour and ſeverity. 

For when the Synod met at Forres April 1704, an open 
.Complaint was made, that ſome of the Members were ſu- 
ſpected to be tainted with Bourignioniſm ; and therefore the 
Moderator was deſired, inſtantly to queſtion all the Mem- 
bers concerning their Judgement of 4. B. and her Writ- 
tings. To which ſome replyed, that they could not give 
any Judgement about them, becauſe they had never ſeen 
them; but others ſaid, She was highly Arminier; others, 
- that She had many Blaſphemous Errors; and others, that She 
maintained a Aabume tau Paradiſe, And becauſe I did not 
Join. ſo forwardly in condemning her and her Writtings, 
therefore it was urged that an Act ſhould be made, appoint- 
ing all the Miniſters of the Synod, to ſubſcribe their re- 
nouncing the Errors of A. B. which are condemn'd in the 
printed Acts of the General Aſſembly. Whereupon ſome 
of the Miniſters, who had declin'd to give their Judgement 
of A. B. and Her Writings, becauſe they had not ſeen 
them, told likewiſe that they had not ſeen thoſe Acts of 
the Aſſembly, which did condemn them: And yet not- 
withſtanding the Act was Voted, and was Approven, 
even by theſe that had neither ſeen 4. B———s 
Writtings, nor the Acts of Aſſembly concerning them. 
Which method I was afterwards obliged in my own de- 
.fence to repreſent before the Synod, and to ſhow how un- 
1 1 account - 


| accountable it was, AY it ſhould be 2 appoint: 
ing each Miniſter 97 the Synod to Renounce the Errours „ 
P B. Named in the Acts — Aſſembly, altho neither the Acts 
of Fark? nor any of A. Bs. ili, s were preſent, to be 
dicially Read and Cognoſc'd; and altho Feeral | Mem- 

= Declared, that they never Read a Live of theſe: Writ- 

| Ings, nor yet the Acts of Afembly concerning them; and 
altho none did ſo much as undertake to give a particular 
enumeration of theſe Errours to the foreſaid RITES and 


et that the ſame Brethren ſhould fo blindly and implicit- 
i; Vote their approving the Act, I Repreſented, that this 


method was Gi to the Principles 7. Reformation and 
natural Ec But, this Rep reſentation wasreceived with 


great Dif 5 x ah it — a molt. falſe Acroaſation, and 
pang and calumaious Reflection on the Synad, and was 
inace a r for Sg NT g me from the . of my 


Miniſtry: Upon w I atteſted their own Conſciences 


as 10 15 truth Pall 0 I offered to name ſome as Wit- 
neſſes, upon Oath to Proye the fame, I re eres that RE as ; 
plained, that \ 


Would Diſprove' any one particular, I com 


. obferved. none of the common rules of Order. or Equity | 
with me; but nothing I could ſay was regarded: For the 
Synod being both Judges and Parties in this matter, they 
were ſure never to put it to Probation, but ſtill to abſolve 3 
themſelves, and to condemn me as a Calumniator; which 
in the mean time, I deſired to bear patiently, knowing, that 


ere long, the Righteous Fudge will clear my Hunuceng 
After 


| the fore-mertioned Synod in April, The Brethren - 
of our Presbytry of Elgine having ( hy that conſidered. 
the Errours Condemned in the Eleventh Act of the General 
Aſſembly 1701. Which the Synod had appointed to be 
renounced, did not think it Ry cient to hold by that ap- 


pointment, but they judged it neceſſary, for their ſatisfacti- 
* that other Er rus keit be Excerpted. out of A. Bs 


Writ- 4 
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| Writin s, and the Apology for them, and that theſe ſhould 


likewiſe be Renouncrd: But when they came to particulars, 


_ ſome propoſed one Errour, and ſome another, and ſome 


drew up long Scrolls, which they ſaid were all full of 


Errours, that ſhould be Renounced. Thus the Summer 
paſſed, and the matter was not Determined till the next 
Synod in October, where there was one Propoſition, of the 


State of Infants before the uſe of their Reaſon, added to 
theſe that are mentioned in the Acts of the General Aſem- 
, in the mean time, I was ſeiſed with a dangerous Cough 


which continued moſt part of the Winter, ſo that ſome of 


the Miniſters as well as others, blam'd me much'tor expo- 


ſing my Health, by attending the Presbytries at ſuch a di- 


ſtance: And therefore T wrote my excuſe to the Synod in 
*Ofober. And afterwards in the Winter time, fome of the Mi- 
niſters having uſually occaſion in their way to the Presby- 
try, to ſee my valetudinary Condition, I deſired them to re- 
-preſent it. Tis true indeed, tho at that time I had been in 


* 


| * Health, yet 1 had not freedom to take upon me to Judge 


and Condemn A. B. and her Writings, for ſome reafons 


which I did communicate in a private Letter to one of the 


"Miniſters, who had written to me about the latter end of 
February 1705, when I was ſomewhat- recovered, ſhewing 


me that my abſence from the Presbytry was taken in ill part, 


and that they would ſhortly come to Rothes and keep Preſ- 
J W there. And altho my anſwer to him contained ſuch 
Matters as did oblige him in juſtice and diſcretion to com- 


mmunicate the ſame but to a few, yet it was made publick, 


and lis much infiſted on by ſome as a fufficient ground for 
depoſing me from the Miniſtry. Therefore Sir, J ſhall firſt 
give you the Copy of the Letter it ſelf, and then ſhew you 


dtat it is grounded on true Chriſtian Principles, ſo that it is 
but Mens miſtakes and miſconſtructions that make them ex- 
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The Letter 3 is thus, 


W. and D. B. 


7 received yours, wherein you Aalen me that my alſence from 
= the Presbytry- is taken in ill part, and occaſions a great many _ 
Reflections, & ct and truly if my abſence ae from Humour, 
on Priue, or Wilfulneſs, there might be reaſon to take it in ill 
part, but it proceeds from none of | theſe, But only becauſe I am 
convinced in my Conſcience, that it ' is the Will of God that I 
ſhould not whe; #6 with the Act of the Reverend Synod, anent the 
Writings of A. B. For it is againſt. all Righteouſneſs that we 
ſhould ſet up our ſelves as Judges to Condemn theſe things which. 
we know" not, nor are rightly diſpoſed to know. The firſt. time 
that I ſaw theſe Books, F was very forward to Condemn them as 
Erroneous, bat afterwards I clearly found, that my Soul was not 
rightly diſpoſed. to judge either of Truth or Error, 2 tho I made 
uſe of Reading and Studies, yet I was not truly * engaged from 
the Creatures, nor cloſely united to God, who is the only Foun- 
tain of Light. This Conviflien' hath of lite mads ſuch a deep im- 
preſſion an my Soul, that I am firmly reſolved i the Grace of 
God to forſake all hat I may attain this Union. This is the on- 
ly- thing T-aſpire and breath after. And if before I attain un- 
to it, I ſhould take upon me to Fudge and Condemn theſe Writ- - 
ings, T behoved certainly to wander in the dark," and likewiſe © 
might "juſtly provoke God to withdraw his Fight for ever from 
me, which is a-terrour to me; and therefore I can not attend the 
R. Presbytry (even tho they ſhould come to Rothes us you write? 
except I had aſſurance not to be urged on theſe Heads, for there 
is not hing fo terrible to ne as the danger of thus urging me, Je- 
cauſe , I ſhould yield (which Cod forbid) you would ſhortly hear - 
of dreadful Work in my-Sout——T am-ſorry that. I'm forced to 
fay fo much, and I ede never to write or ſpeak a word more on 
this Subjett Tou may therefore commmicate this to ſu uch Miniſters, 


g C G45 


to God for them, and in the mean time T ftill continue, &c. 


as yon know have theWWiſdom and Diſcretion 


(x8: a 
to make a right uſe 
of it. And if I have not acceſs ta attend the Judicatories as for- 
merly, yet I hope I ſhall not ceaſe to put up my earneſt Prayers 


— 


Do ſooner was this Letter ſent, but the next Presbytry 


Was appointed at Rothes, March 25th, where T was much 


urged with theſe Acts; and afterwards it was communicated 


to the Miniſters at the next Synod in May ; upon which I 


was immediately Lybelled, for declining from the Truths of 


Sod, and Imbibing, Errours: And this Letter was Produc- 


ed as the evidence thereof before the Committee in Fane, 
when I was Suſpended. It was likewiſe Recorded, Extra- 


&ts and Copies of it given out, and it was Read once or 
twice before the Gereral Aſſembly: And it is ſtill Inſiſted 
on by ſome, as a ſufficient ground for their Procedures a- 


= r me. 


But truly Sir, what makes this Letter ſeem ſo 
ſtrange and unaccountable, is merely becauſe we do not 


Prattife theſe things which we Profeſs, ſo that our Religion 


conſiſts more in Words and Pretence, than in Reality and 


in Truth: For we all acknowledge, that God is the only 
Ligbe of our Souls, and that if we take upon us to Fudge of 
Divine things, in the ſtrength of our own Studies and Rea- 


ſonings, while we are not Puriffed from our Corruptions, nor 


have the Light of his Holy Spirit Dwelling in us, then we 


can not but Warder in the Dark; and thereſore, in order 


to judge aright, and to diſcern betwixt Truth and Errour, 


it is neceſſary, that our Souls be truly i engaged lrom the 


Creatures, and united unto God. We all Proſeſs theſe Tratbs, 
but if any Man endeavour really to Practiſe them, he is 
thought to be either Erroneous, or elſe ridiculous and a 
Fool. For altho we all .acknowledge, that no Man can 
Nee or know the Ways of God, but he whoſe Heart is Puri- 


; ” 
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. 


i 
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fied from Corrupt and Earthly Affections which. darken 


© the 


ths Mind; Vet we 0 not 3 4 according to this Prinz 


ciple. On the contrary, we ſee that all Men, eſpecially 
ſuch as have any Reading or Learning, be they never 16 
Senſual, or Proud, or Covetous, and Selfiſh, and therefore 
Unfit to Judge in the matters of Religion, yet they are all 
moſt confident of their own Fitne, and ſo they never fail 


to take upon them to judge and Decide Magiſterially in all 


things. And tho I have ſometimes been as forward this way 
as others, yet in my Letter I ſhew, that now T reſolve to 
take another courſe; even to Practice and Live according 
to the plain and neceſſary Duties of the Goſpel, waiting 


on Gods time to give me the Underſtanding and Know- 4 


ledge of other things as he ſees meet. This is the Vay that 
Chriſt hath appointed, and to ſuch as keep this way he hath 


promiſed, that he will Teach them all things, even his Se- 

crets and Myſteries, and that he will Lead them in all Truths 
Thus Sir, you fee that Tam much miſtaken in my Letter, 
and that-the ſame is grounded on truly Chriſtian, and ſolid | 


Principles. 


And for A. B. I Declare, Thave no regard or dem for ker; | 
or Her Writings, but ſo far as they may ſerve, as a Mean to 
draw my Soul from the Creatures into God, and that in cont 
formity to the plain evident Rules and Directions of the 


CH “; in which e can not but eſteem them, ſeeing 


the 9 5 and neceſſary Duties of the Geſpel are declared and | 
inculcated in theſe Writings with ſuch Eife and Power, that 
it is much to be doubted, if ever any Man did Read them 


without Prejudice, and did not find his Heart and Confci: 


ence Touched and Affected by them, yea and ſtrongly draun 
into a Holy Life. For my part, I have cauſe to Bliſs God 


ſo long as. I Live, that ever Thad occaſion to Read any of 


them, not that my Mind is taken up with, or dwells upon 


Her fingalar Sentiments, of Which Cas J have ſar.) I am 


not fit to be a Jacke, but merely on the account of the 


2 C | Plain, 
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plwain, neceſſary, uncontroverted Truths of the Goſpel, which 


by the means of theſe Writings have been conveyed into m 
Soul with ſuch Light and Power as formerly T never fe 
the like; So that I can not be deceived or miſtaken in this, 
neither can Sat han be ſo diviued anainſt himſelf, as to ſtir up 


and engage Men to true Holiveſs, by endeavouring to take 


off their Hearts from the Creatures, and the things of Time, 
that they may be. raiſed up to God, and the things that are 
Eternal. I knew, Sir, you will be ſo far from being of- 


fended at What I ſay, that rather your Heart will rejoyce, 


and ſo will the Hearts of all theſe who truly Love God, and 


impartially prefer the Iutereſt of Chriſt and his Goſpel above | 


all other things, when they hear of the advancement of his 


But to proceed, when this Letter was ſent and the Pref 
ſpread among the People, ſuch as that I was become Me- 


lanc holy and Crack-brain'd, that I od and maintain 'd ſome 


Haſphemous Doctrines and Opinions, and that I was a Bon- 
rignoniſt. All which the Lord was pleaſed to give me 


- ſtrength to bear with a quiet and contented Mind. And when 


the Presbytry met, T was urged again and again to declare, 
if I judged the Propoſitions contain d in the cxth Act of the 
Aſſ. 1701, to be Errors or not? To which I ſtill replied (as 


the Extracts bear) that I would take them into conſidera- 


tion; but I likewiſe told, that I never had occaſion ſo much 


s to read over theſe Propoſitions deliberately, and much leſs 


to conſider, if I could renouncet them as Erroneous, fo that 


Glory, and the good of Souls, "whoever be the Inſtrument 
that it pleaſes. him to make uſe of for that purpoſe | 


Gytry appointed to meet at Rerhes, many reports were 


I could give no anſwer more appoſite than that 1 would 


take them into Conſideration. And accordingly after that 
Presbytry I did conſider them, the reſult whereof was, that 


I declared both by Word and Write to the Committee in 


June, that I-was willing to renounce theſe Propoſitions, in 
| „ | the 
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the moſt common and uſual Sexce of the Words, and accor- 
dingly I did Renounce them before the Gen. Aſſ. But them 1 
could not own that they were contain'd, or to be ſound in 
A. B—s Writings, or the Apology for them, or that they 
were her Errors, or could juſtly be aſeribed to her, eſpeci- 
ally in the uſual Seuſe of the Words. And therefore I hum- 
bly intreated the Synod when I was Depoſed, to ſhe me in 
what part or paſſage of A. B s Writings, or the Apo- 
togy for them, the firſt. of theſe Propoſitions is to be found, 
viz. The denying the infliction of Damnation and Vengeance for 
Sin; but they would give me no anſwer : And truly, Sir, 
T am perſwaded that they could not anſwer this, for it is 
evident from 4. B. Writings, that ſhe does not de- 
ny the infliction of Damnation aud Vengeance for Sin; but on 
the contrary, ſhe truly aſſerts that both the Souls and Bodies 
of the Wicked {hall ſuffer in Hell everlaſting Torments. It 
is true ſhe ſays, that theſe Torments are not the Works of 
God, but of the Devil and Sin, and their own guilty Con- 
ſciences ; ſo that it is not our good God that Tortures their 
. Bodies, and much leſs is it He that fills their Souls with 
Rage and Horrour, or produces in them all theſe anxious, de- 
ſpairing and baſphemous Thoughts, which do continually Tor- 
ment them; but that all theſe Evils do flow, merely from their 
forſaking God, and His forſaking them, and departing for 
ever from them. Yet thus ſhe (till affirms, that the Wie- 
| ked are fo far from eſcaping Damnation and Vengeance for Sin 
by God's departing from them, that on the contrary they 
thereby fall into the greateſt Damnation and Vengeance that 
is poſſible; being depr.ved of all Cod and F7appineſs, and be- 
ing plunged into all Evil and Miſery, both of Soul and Bo- 
dy eternally. And yet Sir, they will aſcribe to A. B. that 
the denies the infliction of Damnation and Vengeance for Sin, 
and then they will Suſpend and Depoſe me (tho I renounce 
the Error) if I do not join and take part with them, in a- 
| | a 1 | ſcribing 
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ſerl bing it to lier LRewiſe; tho it be evident that ſhe teaches. 


no ſuch Doctrine. I know, Sir, that you will not judge it 


incredible that the RR. Tudicatories of this Church ſhould 


fall into this Error and Miſtake, ſeeing this is no more than 


V hat is aſſerted in the Confeſſion of Faith: That all Church 
Aſſemdlies ſince the Apoſtles times, whether General or Parti- 


eular may Err, and many have Erred. But is it not ſad, Sir, 
to conſider, that ſcarce any Church AJembly did ever cfeſs 
their Error: But inſtead thereof have alwars' made uſe of 


their Power and Authority to oppreſs ſuch .as could not in 


. Conſcience join or concur with them: Whereas their conſeſ- 
ſing and amending would have tended more to their Credit 
and Reputation before God and all good Men? There were 
ſome other things with reſpect to my Letter, and anſwers 
on this Subject, before the Comittee, wherein I was much 
wrong'd+and injured, as made appear in my Repreſentation 


belore the Synod in October, which notwithſtanding, T ſhall 
forbear to-write to you, ſeeing they would be too tedious, 


and what I have written already is the Sabtance of all 


that paſſed belore the -Judicatories, with reſpect” to tlie 
charge of Bourignoni/m which they led againſt me. I ſhall 


leave it; Sir, to you and to all" that are 1mpartial to Judge, 


if J have done any thing therein that deſerves - Reproof, 


much leſs. Suſperfion, or Depoſition from the Mice of the Ni- 


- ns 8 
I was next Interrogated at the Presbytry at Rot hes, IPI 


would Subſcribe the Conſeſſion of Faith, as the Confeſſion of 


my Faith? To which I Replyed, that I was ready to own 


and Subſcribe it, ſo far as the ſame is agreeable to the Word | 


of God, and that I had own'd the {aid Confeſſon, both when 
"Twas: Licenſed and Ordained, and that theretore T' was fingu- 


larly dealt with, in being Queſtivn d now again; when others 
my Brethren were not ſo dealt with; and ſeeing it was un- 
aſaal /o to Queſtion them. To which. it was Aufwered ; That 


1 OY — 


àüU— er. IT „ —_—_— _— 


11 


— — 


hw 


— ä — 


Ga: 


it Was not ey neither was. 1 ſingularly dealt, with; For- : 


aſmuchas, all the Members of the Presbytry had lately on'd . 
the Confeſſion of Faith, in their Owning and Subſcribing their 
Ordination Engagements which I had not done. Whereunto 
J Reply'd, that the Confeſſion of Faith was but .a part of 
theſe Engagements, and that I had not ſo muchas heard the 

Formula Read, which my Brethren had Subſcribed, and there- 

fore I deſired that a Copy thereof might be g'ven me, and 
T would conſider it, and give a deliberate. Anſwer. Ike. 
wiſe complained, that ſome of the Members had Miſrepre- 
ſented me, and particularly, that the preſent Moderator had 


difown'd me as a Miniſter, and that in his Letter Advertiſ-. 


ing me of that meeting, he had denyed me the vſual Title 
of a Brother. Whereupon it was objeQted againſt me that 
when the Moderator lately Baptized my Child, my An- 
ſwer to him was, J will bring up my Child according to the 
Word of God. To which T Reply 'd, that altho theſe were 
not my Words, yet my Auſwer was ſuch as J did verily 
believe no good Chriſtian could well challenge, or be of- 
fended with. This is the true account of what paſſed with 
reſpect to the Confeſſion of Faith 1 in the Presbytry at Rothes, ; 


March 1705. 


Atter which I was "SIM to compear before the 
Committee of the Synod of Morray, which was to meet at E/- 
ine in Fane, and there to Anſwer, for not ſatisfying my 
Brethrenat the Presbytry at Rothes, anent my owning the 
Confeſſion of Faith ; and likewiſe, For declining from the 
Truths of God (as they Worded it ) and Imbibing Errours, 
which they faid appeared by ſome Expreſſions which they 


culled out of-my private Letter, an account whereof T 1 


have already given you. As to the Confeſſion of Faith the 
ſum of my Anſwer was, That it was well enough known, 


ho they had Miſrepreſented me as Frroneous, and now had 


openly Lybelled me for declining from the Traths of God 2 . 
/ "ing — 


| the Weſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith. was not mentioned at the 


ambiling.Frrors: And therefore Eqnity and Order required that 
they ſhould firſt prove their Lilel, and ſhew me any_Truth 
from u hich 1 had declined, or any Error that T had zmbibed, 
and then T ſhould ſatisfy them as to my Judgement of the Con- 
- fefſion of Faith. But inſtead of this, they urged me with various 
Queſtions, kill two or three ofthe Morning, at which time they 
paſſed a. Sentence of Suſpenſion againſt me; and have recor- 
dec it in their Regiſters, that the chief Cauſe why they 
did ſo, was becauſe J had not fatisfied them as to my own». 
ing the Confeſſion of Faith. Which ground was expreſſed in 
"theſe Words: For evidencing: Unſoundueſs in the Faith; and 
Principles of the true Chriſtian Religion, profeſſad in this 
Church, by his not mentioning, tbe-Confeſſion of Faith publickly. 
| in his Church, at the. Adminiſtration of the Sacrament of Bap- 
im; and declining to own the ſame as the Confeſſion of his Faith, 
- both before the Presbytry and Committee. © ALES 
I was ſurpriſed to hear the former part of this Ground, 
having never heard a word of it before in all the Proceſs: 
Upon which T inſtantly. Proteſted;; and Repreſented alſo to 
the next Synod, That my not mentioning the Confeſſion of 
Faith at the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, was never Libelled. 
nor Proven, nor Confeßed, ner was T ever ſo much as gue- 
ſtioned upon it, either publickly by: any Fudzcatory, or pri- 
vatly by any Minifter. All that is alledged in anſwer to 
this is, That in the Presbytry at Rothes, it was given as one 
of the Reaſons, why I was queſtioned on the Confeſſion, of 
Faith, and yet T did not hear any ſuch Reaſon given, and 
ſuppoſe it had, it does not ſignify, . becauſe that which is 
made a Ground for Suſpending or Depoſing a Miniſter; ought - 
not only to be ſeriouſly and directly 7aquired into, but like- 
wife it ſhould be Libelled, and made evident by Confeſſion 
or Probation. before the Judicatory. | 5 
But then, Sir, what tho it had been made evident that 


"A 


Adminiſtration of the 8 EY, of Baptiſm, but that the. 
Apoftles Creed and the Baptiſmal Vom to Renounce the Devil 
the World and the Fleſh, and to follow Chrift faithfully, had 
been Explained and put in the room of it? Is this ſuch a de- 
fect in Baptiſm, that a Miniſter of the G mult be Saſpend- 
ed or Depoſed for it? Truly, Sir, it was never judged fo by 
f other Nee Churches, nor by our ſelves in former times: 
And as yet it has not been made appear, that our way of 
Baptiſing Children into the Weſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith, is 
more agreeable to the Deſigns of the Goſpet, or Edifying to 
the Peoples Souls, than the way and practice of other Refor- 
med Churches, and of the Chriſtian Church in its pureſt A- 
ges. But that which ſhould moſt ſeriouſſy affect our Hearts 
on this Subject, is to conſider the Ignoranee into which Peo- 
ple have generally fallen with reſpect to their Baptiſmal 
n Vbms and Engagements, whereby it is but too evident, that 
there muſt be fome woful Defe# in the way of Adminiſtring 
the Sacrament of Baptiſin amongſt us. For tho all are Bap- 
tized, yet few know what they are bound and obliged to by 
their Baptiſm. They do not think that they are o4/;ged by 
f their Baptiſm to Renounce the World, and the Vanities of it; 
or to-morrify and ſubdue the Fleſh, and to fight againſt thei® 
_ own Natures; They know not that they are bound to fol- 
the Caprain of their Salvation in this ſpiritual Warfare, 

t the Croſs and to Death, that ſo being rrucified and dead 
with Him to all created Things, they may likewiſe know the 
power of his Reſurrection, raifing them up unto a divine Life, 
wholly devoted and conſecrated unto God> Alas, they 

know not (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) that ſo many of us as were 
Baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, were Baptized into hu Death. — 
Therefore we are buried with him by Baptiſm unto death, that 
Tike as Chriſt was raiſed up from the dead by the Glory of the 
Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of Life —Know- 
ing that our old Man is crucified with him: - And if we be __ 
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„ 2, On 


Theſe and ſuch like are the ſolid and fubſtantial Truths, 
which the holy Apoſtles. and the Teachers of the primitive 


Church did inculcate on the People at all times, eſpecially at: 


the Adminiſtration of the Sacrament of Baptiſen, that being as 
the Apoſtle calls it, Our, being planted together with Chriſt in. 


the likeneſs of His. death, that we might le fo alſo in the like- 


eſs of His reſurreftion. But now the People are ſunk into a 
deep Forgetfulneſs and univerſal Neglect of theſe Things, for, 
there is nothing more ordinary than to ſee Baptized..Chri- 
ſtians, ſlaves to the World and corrupt Nature, and inſtead. 
of being Planted into the likeneſs of Chriſt's death aud reſurre- 
ion, by dying to the Creatures and living to God only; they. 
are rather dead and inſenfible. with reſpect to God and divine 
Things, and are aliue only to the World, and the things of it, 
and yet they think they. are good enough Chriſtians, ſo 
Ignorant are they of their Baptiſmal Vous and Engagements. 
Now, Sir, is it a proper Remedy in ſuch a Caſe, to layca- 
ſide the explaining and inculcating of the Apaſtles Creed and 
the Baptiſmal Engagements at the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, 


and inſtead of theſe to engage the Parents to the Maſtmiu- 


er. Confeſſion ef Faith, and to Saſpend and Depoſe all. Mini- 
ſters that do not conform to this Practice. Truly this feems 
rather to be an effectual means to perpetuate the Evil, and 
to bury the true End and Deſign of Chriſtian Baptiſm in 0+ 
Blivion among the common People, who profit little by our 
Sermons, and leſs by the Canfeſſan of: Faith. which they do 


not underſtand ; whereas they might more eaſily he brought 


to ſome competent Senſe and Xwawledge. of the Deſign of Ba- 


priſm, and of the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, by a diligent ex- 
plaining and inculcating, of the Bagriſmal Vom and the Apo- 


ſtles Creed. at the Adminiſtration ot that holy Sacrament v 
Efpecially if the Miniſter endeavoured to make his Lite and 
Example a Commentary on his Doctrine, and 8 u pA 


BESS ou RRP 4 
derftarid his Meaning, by Praiſicg what he Taught, and 
living himſelf according to theſe holy Engagements. | 
And further, Sir, as the Directory for the publick Wor- 
ſhip doth neither appoint nor recommend it, that People 
ſhould be engaged to the Confeſſion of Faith at the Admini- 
ſtration of. Baptiſm, ſo the General Aſſembly does ſeriouſly 
-recommend-it to all Miniſters toobſerve the'Djrefory. Yea 

and it is contrary to the Confeſſion of Faith it (elf, that the 
People ſhould be *Engaged to it, becauſe they do not Uder- 
fand it. For Miniſters know very well, that they require 
an Hnplicite Faith of the moſt part of Parents, when they 
Engage them to Educate their Children aceording to the 
Meſtminſter Confeſſion; and yet it is an Article of the ſame 
| Confeſſion, That the requiring of an implicite Faith, i to deſtroy 
-#tberty of Conſcience, and Reaſon alſo. „ 
However, the Committee not minding, or not regarding 
theſe things, did proceed to Saſpen me from the Exerciſe 
of my Miniſtry, and referred me for further Cenſure, to their 
next Synod. Upon whieh I Appealed to the next Synod or 
General Aſſembly, which ſo ever of them ſhould be found 
moſt proper, and ſent the Reaſons of my Appeal to the Clerk 
of the Committee within Ten Days. | 1 

At the next Synod, in October x705. T gave in a Reh. 

ſentation, deducing the grounds for which I was Suſpendel, 
and ſhewing how much I was Wrong d and Injured by the 
Commitees Sufpending: me on theſe grounds, and Proreſtiag 
that the whole Proceſs might be Tranſmitted according to 

my Appeal, to the next enſuing General Afſembly, as the on- 
ly proper Judges thereof: And that becauſe all the Mem- 
bers preſent at the Synod, were likewiſe Members of the 
Committee, except two, fo that in effect the Committee 
and the Synod were one and the fame Fudicatory ; And 
therefore the Synod could not be proper Judges of my 
Aspeal, or of the 3 Procedures in Suſpending me: 

| 2 But 


| Eat) 
But notwithſtanding; of. all this, the Syned fiiſtained: ahh: 
ſelves Judges, and declared my Appeal to the Aſfemoly, Null; 
becauſe the Moderator and Clerk told that they got not the 
Reaſons thereof; And by anew Sentence they continued: the 1 
Suſpenſion till the next Meeting of the Sy in May 1706. 
At 112 Intimation of which,” F renewed: my Appeal to tlie 
G. Aſſembly, and ſent the Reaſons e in due time to the 
Moderator and Clerk. 
But by Advice from the Commiſi on at Edinbingh, a Synod : 
Was Called pro re nata at Elgine, in March 1706. To which 
| .they Summoned;me and referred the wholeProceſs to the next 
MW Aſ/embly in April. And the Moderator likewiſe Summoned 
mee to | Hikes ot before the ſame. Upon which, I gave in a 
 Proteſtation, that my Appeal to the General Aﬀembiy ſhould 
| 


{till ſtand valid and in force, tho the ſame were not Inſiſted 
on before the next Aſſembly, and that becauſe I had not Ac- 
e to Proſecute the ſaid Appeul, by reaſon of the Injurious 
| and Wrongful detaining of tlie Extracts from-me;norwith- 
| fanding, that I had been at great: pains, Calling and Pro- 
telling for them, but could not obtain them. To which the | 
b Clerk excuſing himſelf, gave in a Reply, all ſtuſſed 
with groſs Mi Fepreſentationsand Falſhoods, as might be Pro- 
ven by Out hof Parties, and by the Ivffruments taken by 
two Gentlemen in the Hands of a publick Nora. 
At the General Aſſembly, when firſt T heard the Ex- 
trails. ef my Proceſs Read in the Committer for my Affair, 
I was ſurpriſed: to find them ſo full of Manglings, Miſrepre- 
ſertations, wrong, Turns and plain Falſboods': And there- 
fore IL complained of them to ſome in private, and like wiſe 
gave in publicly. to the Moderator of the Aſſembly a Pro- 
| teſtation; that theſe Extrafts- ſhould not bear faith againſt 
me, and that becauſe offered to Prove by Miniſters and 
others as Witneſſes upon Oath, and by the Minutes of the 
nd Wan as alſo by comparing: the * 
1 em- 
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themſelves topether; that Har were many groſs Miſrepreſent- 
ations and Falſpoods contained in them. And J earneſt y deſir- 
ed, that tliis Proreſfat ion ſhould have been Read in open Aſſembly. 
— Being likewiſe urged in the Committee, to declare if T 
owned the Conſeſſioſi of Faith as the. Confeſſion of my Faith? 
I did privately Communieate ſome Scruples, which I had a- 
gainſt Three Articles of the ſaid Confeſion to ſome Reverend 
*Members of the Committee, leaving it to their Judgement 
and Prudence, to Impart the ſame to the Committee as they 
thought fit ; which accordingly they did Impart to the Com- 


'mitree, and they to the 4ſemlly;: who, thereupon Remitted 


me back to the S of Morray, from whom 1 had-Appeal- * 
ed, and referred the Proceſs to them to do therein, as they 
% MEE... -- 7 or bog : nr 24 
of 7 of Marray, having met at Forres the 28th f 
May enfuing, did particularly queſtion: me on theſe three 
Articles. The His, That the full Senſe of any Scripture is 
can Men not profeſſing, the Chriſtian" Religiom be Saved, in any + 
ober way, be they never ſo diligent to frame their, Lives accor- 
- dinig to the Tight of Nature. The zd is, The Doctrine of Repro- 
vation, as the ſame is contain d in the Confeſſion of Faith. ' 
Being queſtioned on the firſt of theſe, I anſwered, That 
many Orthodox D#vines in treating on particular Texts of 


Scripture, do frequently aſſert in expreſs Terms, that ſuen 


or ſuch a Text may have a twofold or a threefold Senſe, and 
ſo they go on to deduce the Particulars. And therefore 1 
did judge it hard to oblige me to ſubſcribe the quite contra- 
ry as an Article of my Faith, viz. That -the full Senſe of any * 
Scripture is not-manifeld but ane. To this I received no Re- 

-ply, or Information from the Sy»od, altho it be evident that 

there is a difference betwixt the Iiteral, typical and ſpirit- 
ua! Senſe, which is uſually given to many Texts of Scripture. 
As for inſtance, that of 22 LI. I. I called my Son out of 


Egypt. 


1 RE, eee 
Egypt. Which in the /iteral Senſe is uſually underſtood; of 
God's bringing the Children of Iſrael out of Egypt : In the 
. Typical, of 'His bringing Chrift out of Egypt: In the Spi- 
ritual, of his bringing the Souls of his People out of the ſpi- 
ritual Egypt of Sin and Corruption. But truly. this Mattet 
deſerves to be rightly underſtood, for the holy Scriptures 
are: given tobe the Food and Nouriſhment. of Souls in all 
Ages, and to repleniſh them with divine Light and Wiſdom 
conform tothe different States and Conditions they are in, 
whether they be old Men, or young Men, or Children in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Now, if a Book of humane Learning were ſo 
wonderfully Compoſed, that nothing could be better ſuited 
to the Capacities of young Children, for giving them un- 
derſtanding in moral and natural Things by plain and fami- 
liar Expreſſions; and yet if under theſe very Expreſſions, 
there were couch d a moſt deep Philoſophy, which the Chil- 
-dren could not perceive or underſtarid, but learned Men did 
:plainty ſee and admire: Were it not hard to aſſert, that the 
- fall:Seuſe of theſe Expreſſions was not - manifold but one? 
Or ſuppoſe aHiſtorian, being indued with the Spirit of. Pro. 
_ - phecy, ſhould perceive that the preſent State and Tranſacti- 
ons in Europe were but a faint ſhadow and reſemblance of 
that hielr ſhall fall out therein hereafter; and therefore if 
in deſcribing the preſent State thereof, he ſhould. purpoſely 
uſe ſuch+Words and Expreſſions as might likewiſe deſcribe 
its future State; were it not hard to aſſert, that the Seuſe of 
his Words is not manifold but one? Well, it is certain that 
there are many ſuch prophetical Hiſtories. of the State of the 
- Church in the holy Scriptures; which are likewiſe ſuch Books 
\ of divine Learning, as are ſuited by the Miſdom of the holy 
Bypiri, unto the various States and Capacities of Mens Souls. 
Ibhbere the Babes have abundance of Milt, which when they 
have digeſted and grown Frong thereby, they then receive 
2 ſtronger Nouriſhment, a deeper Wiſdom, and a more. di- 
| | viue 
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vine Light, cos el; Growth and Strength; which. 
when they have likewiſe digeſted, and thereby have advan- 
ced in their Strength and Stature, then ſtill proportionably. 
they receive a greater and a greater Light and Wiſdom from 
theſe ſacred Oracles, which always increaſes. according to- 
their Stare, and ſtill goes on in fuch a continual Progreſſi- 
on, as the Pſalmiſt David admiring it crys.out, I have ſeen: 


an end of all Perfettion, hut thy Commandments. are 22 | | 


broad. So that it ſeems; it is not from . the experience 
the Saints, but from the barren Speeulations and Diſputes of 
the Schools, that we have ſuch Maxims in Divinity, That. 
the full Senſe of any Scripture is not manifold but one. Thus, 
Sir, yon may evidently perceive, that J had juſt ground to. 
except againſt this, when I was urged to ſubſcribe it as an. 
Article of Faith. l 
Next I was queſtioned in the 2d Article, if T judged that. 

| Men nos profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion might be Saved, be they. 

ne ver ſo diligent to frame their Lives according to the light of - 
Nature? To which T replied, That I firmly believe that 
none of the Poſterity of fallen Man could be Saved any way, 
but by the Merits and Mediation. of Jeſus Chriſt; but that 
I dare not take upon me to judge how far God may be plea- - 
ſed to communicate the Merits, Grace and Spirit of Chriſt, 
to ſome Men not proſeſſing the Chriſtian Religion: And 
that therefore I judged it ſafeſt to leave them to ſtand or 
fall to their own Maſter, being well aſſured that if we, wha - 
have the benefit of - Revelation, do not believe and obey the 
Gaſpel, we cannot be Saved. But neither to this received 1 
any reply or information from the Syn; only they palled - 
a Remart on it: That wherein my anſwer agreed with the 
Canfeſſton of Faith they approved of it, but wherein it diſa. 
greed therewith they difapproved of it, wittiout ſhewing _ 
more particularſy wherein, or upon what Grounds my. An- 
er Was condemn'd'by them. A notable Remark! Where- _ 
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VP trary to its own expreſs Doctrine. | 


But truly Sir, my Anſwer deſerved pk diſtin aw 


_ ſideration : "For the Confeſsionof Faith aſſerts, Cap-21. ©-That: 
the light of nature ſheweth that there is a God, who hath: 
92 *Lordihip and Soveraignty over all, is Good and doth Good 


** unto all, and is therefore to be Feared, Loved, Praiſed, 


Called upon, Truſted in, and Served with all the Heart, 


ce and with all the Soul, and with all the Might. Now, if a 


Heathen be never ſo diligent to frame his Life according tor 


this light of Nature, that is, if he be neyer ſo diligent to 


fear God, to Love Him, Praiſe Him, Call upon Him, Truſt 


in Him, and ſerve. Him with all his Heart, and with all his 
Soul, and with all his Might; What Call or Warrand have 
we to Judge and Adjudge ſuch an one to- Damnation? May 


we not leave him, to ſtand or fall to his own Maſter > For 
_ what know we how far it may pleaſe God to Communicate 
the Grace, and Merits and Spirit of Cbriſt to ſuch an one 
Inwardly, tho' he does not know, and cannot profeſs the 
Chriſtian Religion outwardly? For it is not our Proſe ing 
the Chrſtian Religion, that will bring us to Heaven, if we 


do not Inwardly. Poſſeſs the Chriſtian Graces and Vertues in 


our Souls, and i we have not the Spirit of Chriſt Dwelling in 
us, which will be known 10 he. ind: 1 if we be 
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of the Kingdom ſhall be ſhut out. And if my Brethren Depoſe 
me, for propoſing any Scruple in this matter, what Puniſh- 


ment would they have Judged ſufficient for me, if T had 


ſpoken of it, as the R. Mr. Baxter does, in his Chriſtian Di- 
rectory, Part 3. Queſt. 1572 Thoſe overdoing Divines ( ſays 
he) who pretend to he certain, that all the World are Damned 


that are not Chriſtians, do add to Gods Word, and are great © 1 
Agents for Sathan, to tempt men to Tufidelity, and to Atheiſm it 
ſelf, and to diſſmade Mankind from diſcerning the. Infinite Good 


neſs of God, and occaſion many to deny the Immortality of the Soul 
rather than they will belezve, that five parts of fix of the World 
wow, and almoſt all before Chriſts Incarnation, haue Immortal 
Souls purpoſely created in them to be damned, without any pro- 
pounded means and poſſibility natural of remedy. But with what 
meaſure they mete, it ſhall be meaſured to themagain, and others 


will Damn them as 725 they Damn almoſt all the World. 


And I will be bold ( ſays he) to Cenſure, that they are Undo- 
ers of the Church by Overdoing. It ſeems then to be very 


hard to make this an Article of Faith, eſpecially ſeeing the 


Apoſtle ſays, Judge nothing before the time, and Chriſt ſays, 
Judge not that ye be not Judged, for with what Fudgement ye 
Fudge, ye ſhall be Fudged, and with what Meaſure ye Mete, it 


ſhall be Meaſured to you again: And yet my Brethren ofthe _ 


Miniſtry ſay to me, Judge others, or elſe we will judge you, 


Mete out hard Meaſure to the Heathens, or elſe we will Mete 


out hard Meaſure to you; which accordingly they have 


done: But in the mean time, I muſt endeavour to Obey God 


rather than Man. | 
As to the 34 Article, concerning the Doctrine of Repro- 
tation, as the ſame is contain'd in the Confeſſion of Faith, I 
told, Thad not freedom ſo publickly to impart the particul- 
ar grounds of my Scruple againſt it, but that T was willing 
privately to Communicate the ſame. Neither Sir, ſhall I 
trouble you with my thoughts of it: All I ſhall fay is, that 


| *, 4b 4 

. _ 1 

* 

"$4 1 
- : 2 * O 
o * <Y 4 
* a i 1 4 
— 1 A a — 


LA \ 


» 
- . " » , . 
* * : / x : 
* "Y I * 4 3 * 
8 4 _ 4 l g 4+ 1 
* 111 ————— ͤ — — . —ñö—ä . —Ü——Oü— 


44 —— idea 
it is not neceſſary to our Salvation, to know. and believe 
the inevitable neceſſity of the Damnation of the greateſt part 
of Mankind, and that by the Decree of God, fore-ordaining. 
them from Eternity, to everlaſting Death: for the Dat: 
of the Soul ſeems to conſiſt in hating and abhoring God, even 
as the Life thereof conſiſts in Loving and Poſſeſſing Him; 
therefore, I conceive it ought not to be made an Article of 
our Faith, that God hath from Eternity fore-ordained Men to es 
werlaſting.. Death; For in effect, that is to ſay, that He hath 
Tore-ordained them, to Hate and Abhor Himſelf everlaſting- 
ty. And further, we ſee, that theſe who maintain this Doctrine 
of Reprobation, are at ſuch Debates in Explaining it, that the 
one part objects againſt the other, that they make God Un- 
Juſt ; and theſe other object againſt the firſt, that they make 
him Unwiſe and Ignorant. Were it not better, Sir, to lay 
aſide ſuch Doctrines and Debates, and humbly to acknow- 
ledge, that we are-really unworthy to underſtand the De- 
crees-of God, and ſo to betake our ſelves to that which is 
Hear and ſolid, and cannot be deny'd, even that all Grace, 
and Salvation, and every thing that is Good comes from God 
only; and all Sin, and Damnation; and every thing that is 
Evil comes from our ſelves, and our own wicked Mille: 
And then, inſtead of building up Diſputes and Debates on 
this Foundation, were it not better to build up a Chriſtian 
Life of Self Denial and true Love to God, always hating 
and abhoring ovr ſelves for our Sins before God, denying 
and ferſaking our own Mills, and every thing that comes 
from our ſelves as Evil and Corrupt; and e 
to draw nearer unto God, that from him we may receive all 
Spiritual and Eternal Good? Truly Sir, theſe things would 
be agreeable and well pleafing unto God, whereas we know 
not but our bold Diſputes and Deciſions, eoncerningHis E- 
ternal: Decrees, may be very diſhonourable and Dipleaſing to 
Him. And therefore I would be loath to thruſt out any of 
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my Brethren, or to. 3 


crees of God, providing they did always hold to the Founda- 
tion, andendeavoured to build upon it a Chriſtian Life. And 


it is evidently wrong and injurious, that my Brethren ſhould 


deal otherwiſe with me. 
Thus you may perceive, that my ſeruples againſt ſub- 


ſeribing the Confeſſon of Faith were ſuch, as deſerved the 


Synod ſerious Conſideration, and that they ſhould have gi- 
ven ſome clear and convincing anſwers to them, eſpecially 
ſeeing I deſired it again and again; and ſome of the Mem- 
bers urged, that becauſe I did dictate my ſeruples to the 


Clerk and required them to be recorded, therefore for the 


Synods exoneration, ſome Anſwers ſhould be drawn up in 
Write, and delivered to me, for my Information. Bur to this 
it was {till anfwered, that it was the Judicatories buſineſs to 
Fudge, and not to Argument or give Replies. Upon which, 


one of your acquaintances has this Remark in his Letter to 


me, It is a bard Cafe (fays he) that ben a Man hath ſcru- 
ples againſt any mere humane Form af a Confeſſion of Faith, 
the Compoſers of which did not pretend to be led by the Spirit 
of God in the forming of it, and certainly were not ſo ; aud when 
the Perſon i deſfrous to have his Judgement better informed by 
- bis Brethren, and to be cleared of his ſeruples, and ſhews no ob- 
Stinacy iu the maintaining of them, that yet his Brethren he- 


cauſe they call themſelves a Judicatory, think it not their du- 


ty. to inform him, but to judge and condemn him. Tndeed, they 


are very unlike the Apoſtle Paul, who, if a Man be over- 
taken in a fault, bids them who are Spiritual, reſtore ſuch an one 
in the Spirit of Meekneſs, confidering themſelves leſt they alſo 


be tempted, &c. But, Sir, inſtead of reſtoring me in the Spi- 


my fellow Servants,” becauſe they 
could not Subferibe to ſuch or ſuch Speculations of the De- 


rit of Meekneſs, they removed me to the Door, and then 


put it to the Vote, whether my anſwers to theſe Articles of ; 
the Confeſſion of Faith were ſatisfying or not? And it was ta- 
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ken in very ill part, becauſe one of the Members declared 
is Judgement, that they ſhould be lookt on as ſatisfying, 
till ſuch time as the R. Synod offer d fome thing for my Infor- 
mation, and for ſolving the ſeruples which I had propoſed. . 
Thus it was voted, that my Auſwers (that is my Scruples) 
were not ſatisfying. And then, tho J ſeriouſly declared to 
them, that it was neither Profit; nor Pleaſure, nor Honour, 
nor any Worldiy thing, but Conſcience only, that hindred 
me, that I could not ſubſcribe the Confeſſion of Faith as the 
| Confeſſion of my Faith in every Article; yet notwithſtanding 
| they proceeded to depoſe me from the Office of the Miniſtry, 
Upon which J Appealed to the next Gen. Al: giving it as 
one of the Grounds of my Appeal, that by fuch Meafures 
the moſt eminent Divines. of the Chriſtian-Church in all a- 
ges ſhould have been depoſed from their Miniſtry, becauſe 
their Writings do not exactly agree with every Article of 
= the Confeſſion of Faith, but do often differ from ſome one or 
= other of the ſaid Articles: And that therefore it appears, that 
= the Sentence of Depoſition had paſſed: againſt me, clave er- 


|  rante or without any juſt Grounds, and. ſo cannot be bind- 
ing on the Conſciences. of any. Thus, Sir, you have an 
| Account of all that is material in this Proceſs. . - 
And through all; J had no other Deſign, but to advance 
1 and go forward in that Exerciſe, which J told you gave the 
tl) firft riſeand beginning to all this ſtir ; which made me of- 
ten pray, that God might open my Brethrens eyes, and ſhew 
them the evil they did im hindring and diſturbing me, .and 
| wrging me continually to ſubſcribe ſuch and ſuch Speculati- 
ons and Opinions as Frroncous, and ſuch and ſuch others as 
Articles of my Faith; tho in the mean time they could not 
fay, that publickly or privately T had taught any. Errors, or 
that the Articles which they urged, were neceſßary to Salvati- 
on. But J can truly fay, that T could find no light, nor 
le, nor evidence in theſe Articles, nor any profit or _ 
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riſſiment by them to my Soul; but that there is abundance” 
of light and life to be found in Chriſt, and in the Souls con- 
verſation and fellowſhip with Him. And therefore I could 
not forſake the Light to embrace Darkneſs, but judged it my 
duty to cleave to Chriſt, and to the light and nouriſhment” 
which is to be found in Him, while my Brethren were forc- 
ing and compelling me to embrace their Speculations and 
Opinions, which do afford nothing but darkneſs and lean- - 
neſs to my Soul. And, however Men may take it; yet this 
is the true State of this Matter in the fight of God. There- 
fore it is, that my Sufferings in this Cauſe have not 'diſcom- 
poſed nor dejected me, altho I have been Reproached, Li- 
belled, brought before all the Judicatories of the Church, 
Suſpended, Depoſed, and Reaſons and Compariſons brought 
in publick Preaching, to perſwade the People that T was an 
Apoſtate and a Devit; yet my heavenly Father is pleaſed to 
give me ſtrength to bear all theſe things joyfully, bleſſing 
Him and humbling my ſelf before Him who ſees them ne- 
ceſſary for me. And I am ſo far from having any Refent- 
ment of the Injury and Wrong my Brethren have done me, 
that on · the contrary L ſincerely Love them, and would 
willingly ſuffer all theſe things over and over again, if it 
might be a means to do them good, and to turn their zea- 
Tous profeſſing of ſome leſſer Speculations and Opinions in- 
to a zealous practiſing of the Eſentials of Chriſtianity; L 
have uſed all this freedom with you, being confident that 
you will make ſome better uſe of it than merely ta ſatisfy 
your curioſity, And Tam, PIs, TA, 
. IF STR, 


Tour moſt humble Servant, & c. 


Hus, Reverend Brother, you have a plain Account af 
the State of the Proceſs againſt Mr. A. It is true 
1 5 He . © there--;; 
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there wire ſeveral other things reported of him (and ſome 
of them publickly in the laſt Aſſembly) which are not con- 
tained in the Proceſs. But they were all objected againſt him 
in a Letter from the Moderator of the Synod at Elgin in 0- 


"£438 - hs 


fober 1705, on the occaſion of Mr. A—s ſending him the 


Reaſons of his Appeal. And becauſe theſe Reports are ſtill 
inſiſted on by ſome againſt him, therefore J ſhall give you 
the Moderators Letter and his Anſwer to it; that ſo you may 
ſee, how fully he clears himſelf as to theſe things; and like- 
wiſe how unchriſtianly the Moderator dealt with him, when 
he returned him no anſwer, but in his Sermon at the open- 


ing of the Synod, which depoſed Mr. A. upon that Text, Foh. 


6. 70. Have not I choſen you twelve and one of you is a Devil? 
he Diſcourſed ſo, as all the Auditory -underſtood, that he 


drew his Reſemblances and Compariſons betwixt Mr. A. and 


the Devil: But leaving it to his own Conſcience to check 
him for this, I ſhall proceed to Vindicate Mr. A. from theſe 
Miſreports and Miſtakes which were ſpread concerning him, 
by giving you | =Þ 


The Moderators Letter to Mr. A 
SIR, „ 
7 am much grieved at the way you take. Your Lerter to Mr. 
King which was produced before the Committee, gives ſuch 


clear evidences of your being tainted with theſe Errors-which 
are in the Writings of A. B. that altho there were no more evi- 


dences, I wonder how you can deny the ſame. But not only have 
we this Evidence againſt you, but likewiſe your giving ſhifting, 


Anſwers both before the Presbytry and Committee, when inqui- 
red anent your owning the Confeſſion of Faith, as alſo your com- 
mending of theſe Writings ſo much in private Conference, as T 


lo Have heard from ſeverals to whom you have ſpoken on this Head; 


| g your 
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your ſpreading her Writings | 
5 2 am Informed; Tour declaring to ſome who tald me, 
that you think it lamful to Preach in ſome caſes under any Govern- 
ment, your changing your way of Living as I did hear, from fome 
that were eye Witneſſes thereof, your carrying ſo abſtratly from 
Presbyterian Miniſters this while ; and withdrawing from Ordi- 


wances diſpenſed by them, and your drawing up with ſome who 
are not only void of Religion, but Enemies thereto, aud many 


ot her ſuch like inſtances of your being miſled might be given: Aud 
now when this Synod is, from a principle of Zeal for Gods Glory, 


and love to your Soul, and the Souls of People, taking the way 


.of Gods Appointment for your Recovery, and for preventing the 
Infection of others, inſtead of deep Humiliation which ought.,to 


be in you, we can ſee nothing, but the greateſt forwardneſs ap- 


—% 
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2 among t theſe who are abaut 


pearing in your Juſtifying of your ſelf, and a conſulting with + 


Fleſh and Blood, rather than a lamenting before the Lord, under 


a ſenſe of your ſtrayings, aud a crying for Heavens Light, to di- 
ſcern betwixt Truth and Error. Therefore, Sir, I wiſh you may 


remember, that it is not the Synod of Morray that is your Par- 

ty while Matters are ſo, but the great God, who is the God of 
Truth, and beware of provoking him to jealoufie : Look, that the 
ſpring and fountain of all your Miſtakes be not an Error in the 


Foundation, little experience with the Lord's dealings in the 


Work of Converſion, and the want of acquaintanee with the Spi- 


rits conduct, whereby all the ſtrong holds of carnal Reaſon, that 


exalt themſelves againſt Chriſt, can only be battered down; and - 
in the way of confeſſion and giving Gor to God, you may expett- 


the favour and countenance of God, and of his People. I intreat 


you may take this freedom in good part, finte I deſign nothing 

but your good hereby, neither need you think it ftrange, that I 

give you not the name of Brother, fince that I had full freedom”  - 
before now to vote for your Depoſition, and have ſeen no ground 


to alter my thoughts as yet. I have ſent back the Paper you ſent 


me, becauſe it cannot Je ſuſtained as an Appeal by any Judicator To 7 3 


being 


A - 
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8 given in, in ſuch a diſorderly way, and 


| „ 
our Souls wellwiſher in fin- 
O01 cently &c. 


| Mr. 4. Uf. Letter, in Anſwer io the Moderator; 


Reverend and Dear Brother, 3 

DV yours I perceive, that you do Miſtake my way, and 
5 therefore it is that you are grieved at it; but if you 
knew it, IJ am hopeful you would rather Rejoice and be Glad 
of it. You adduce ſeveral inſtances to Prove, that T am miſ- 
led, and tainted with Errours, but J aſſure you, that I hold 
to the Foundation; for Tam convinced, that T am nothing, and 
God is All, and Chriſt is the only way by which 7hzs poor fin- 
ful Nothing can ever come to enjoy the All. Every Doctrine 
or Imagination, that would perſwade me, that of my ſelf 7 
am, or can do any thing that is good, or would lead me to a- 
ny other Eud, beſides God, or by any other way then by Chriſt, 
J am reſolved utterly to Reject the ſame. But when J en- 
deavour to walk agreeably to this foundation, yet even then 
vou miſconſtruct me, as if I were miſ-led by Errours. As 
for example, if T find, that my Soul is withdrawn from God, 
by being intangled with the Creatures, and that this In- 
tanglement is ſtrengthened by gratifying my ſenſes, or by 
ſpending my time in keeping Company and unneceſſary Con- 
verſe, and if therefore J judge it my duty to deny my ſelf 
in theſe things, for no other end but that (having broken 
through theſe entanglements) I may be the more Jnited unto 
God through Feſus Chriſt; truly in ſuch a Caſe you ought 
not to oppoſe me, or object the ſame againſt me as you do 
SY IS | | in 
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in your Letter, making it is evidence, that I am miſled, 
and calling it a changing of my former way of Living, yea 
and carrying Abfrattly from Presbyterian Minifters, which | 
is truly a miſtake, if you mean that I carry more Aſtradt. 
ly from them, than from. others my Acquaintances and 
Friends, who notwithſtanding do' ſtill continue Friend ro 
me, ſeeing they perceive, that it is not any diſ-reſpe& to 


them, that moves me to Live a little more Retiredly : Nei- 


ther did T ever carry ſo Alſtractly from my Brethren in the 
Miniſtry, as ſome of them, and particularly you your ſelf, 
have done from me. But that which is more tobe regreted, 
is our unprofitable Fellowſhip when we meet together, ſo 
that Tam aſraid a great part of the iale Words which we 
that are Miniſters have to count for at the Day of fudge- 
ment will be found in the Converſe which we too uſually have 


with one another. 


T have not withdrawn ( as you der from the Ordinances” 
diſpenſed by Preſbyterian Miniſters ; nor do I reſolve to with 


draw from them, but ſeeing there were no Publick Ordinan- 


ces in my own Pariech; and that I my ſelf was very cauſeleſ- 
Iy Suſpended, I did judge it my duty for theſe and ſeveral other 
reaſons, to keep Family Exerciſe at home on the Lords Day. 
You fay, I dram rs with ſuch as are Void of Religion, and 
yet I have not of late contracted In- 
timacy or Acquaintance with any Man; and as to my form- 


Enemies to ii An 


er Acquaintances, there may be ſome better ſome worſe a. 


mongſt them, but truly when J conſider. my ſelf with re- 
ſpect to my Sins, and the Corruption of my Nature; I am 


convinced, that I my ſelt am a worſe Man than any of them. 


And ſuppoſe they were ſuch as the Publicans and Sinners of 


old, yet I did not think that you would have blamed me, 
as being a Friend to them, eſpecially ſeeing Chriſt tells us, 
that ſuch are nearer" the X;ngdom of Heaven, than many that 
have a form of Godlineſs, but are Void of the Power of it. For 
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my part; I ſeriouſly deſire the Good of all; Men, both of tlie 
formal Profeſſor and open Sinner; but Tam ſo much Convin- 


E. 
| 
| 


do lead us to 1977 
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ced of the ſmall Aſſiſtance that T can afford to either of them, 

that J aſſure you no Man that knows me will blame me for 
too much drawing up either with the one or the other.. 
You further object my Commending and Spreading the Writ- 


t of A: B. "Whereas, truly I do not ule to ſpeak. of her 


"Writings to any, not did I ever Commend any thing in them, 
but what I am perſwaded, that you your ſelf, and all that 


that are plainly agre 


truly Love God e Commend, vir: Theſe things 


ole to the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
our Corruptions, and to deſpiſe the Va- 
nities of this World, that we may Follow him. And as to 
-my ſpreading her Writings, T never. had any of them of my 
.own but one Book, and I never lent it but once a ſhort while 
to a Perſon of good Judgement and Diſcretion, wherein 1 
ſuppoſe, you will acknowledge, that I have done nothing that 
r · AA, 
Next you add, That 7 declared to ſome who told you, that I 
thought it lawful in ſome caſes to Preach under any Government. 
Truly I do not remember, neither do I believe. that theſe 
were my Words: But for your ſatisfaction in this matter, 
J aſſure you it is my Judgement, that if the Paffors and Rul- 
ers of this Church, do ſubje@ themſelves unto Chriſt, to be 


Ruled and-Governed by his Word and Spirit, then J have not 


the leaſt doubt, but He will Own and Approve of them, 
and will take pleaſure in the preſent Presbyterian Govern- 
nent, as his own Government ;and as being of his own Inſti- 
tution and Appointment.” And T hope, that you your ſelf 
will not ſay, that Chrif will Own and take Delight in the 
-outward Form of Presbyterian Government, if the fame be 
not Inwardly Animated by his own Spirit, in the Hearts and 
Souls of theſe who are the Conſtituent Members of it. 
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Ass for the other two lies which you mention; 1 
haye already Anſwered them before the Judicatories; ſo that 
you may be very far miſtaken, when you infer from theſe, or 
ſuch like inſtances that I am Miſſed with any Errour, where 
as you ought rather charitably to conelude, that I amendea- 
vouring to Divorce my Son from the former Ojects of my 
Affection, which are indeed but Vanities and Lier, tliat I may 
be United to the only Amiable Object and Eſſential Trutb, je- 
- fus Chriſt: This ( for ought you know ) may be very True; 
And l if it be ſo, what think you, will you or others Anſwer to 


our Zord, for all: the'Faaloufres and evil Surmifings, yea Lybells 


and Cenſures, wherewith you have Moleſted me. Vo know W 
that many things which here on Earth have been reckoned 
the Service of G and geal for his Glory, and Love to Souls, 


will at that Day be found to have bee down right Perſecu- 


cations flowing from a miſtaken and ill grounded Zeal. We 
have need then to be ſure on what grounds we walk, I in bear- 
ing Sufferings, but eſpecially yeu in Inflicting them: For 
my part, as I am reſolved never to ſtep a Hairs breadth out 
ol the way, that I may ſhun the Crof5, ſo T hope I ſhall 
never Speak the Word, nor do the Action (with reſpect 
to Man) that ſhall deſerve it. 
Vu ſay, the ove is taking the” way of Gods Appointment * 
for my recovery, or! reventing the Tufeition of others. Well, © 
Gad hath Appointed,” that before- an Erring Brother be Re 
-zedted, he ſhould be Admoniſhed, and Inſtructed in Meet- 
eſs; and pains ſhould be taken upon him, to ſhew him what 
is the cauſe of all Errour, even the Separation or Diſtance of 
the Soul from Chrif, who is the Enlightner of Minds, and 
the Teacher of all 7rath, and that therefore he ſhould Pie 
to his on Wifdom and Reaſonings, counting all things but = 
” Lofs for the Knowledge of Chriſt, and Him Cruci fed. This in- 
- deed is the way of Gods Appointment, to bring back the 
Soul to Chrift in the firſt place; and then as the Sea abides 
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in him, there is no doubt oe he will diſpell all its Errors 
and Darkneſs in due time. But is this the way which the 
Synod hath taken with me? Tis true, they were at pains 
enough in conveening me before the Judicatories, and Libeling 
me, and catching —_— of my Words, thatthey might 
get ſome ſpecious pretext before the World to Depoſe me: 
But did they ever hold any private Conference with me, to 
Inſtruct or Admoniſh me in any thing? Or did they ever 
ſhew the leaſt regard or concern for my Soul, whether it be 
ſtill wallowing in the Mire of corrupt Nature, or wreſtling to 
get out of it? So that (ſuppoſe T had been in an Error) 1 
may leave it to your ſelf to judge, if the Synod did take the 
way of God's appointment for my-recovery. ' ' 
And as to what you ſpeak, of their preventing my infefting 
others. My Conſcience tells me that I deſire to infect no 
Man with any. other thing, but that he may die to the 
_ World and the things of it, and ſo may live to Go only. Im 
ſorry that this is not more deeply rooted in my.own Heart, 
and the Hearts of others; and I hope we will all acknow- 
_ ledge it is our duty to take the way for propagating this in 
the World, and not for preventing it. 
You complain, That inſtead of deep humiliation which ought 
#0 Le in me, you can. ſee nothing but the 8 forwardneſs ap- 
pearing in my Juſtifying of my ſelf, and conſulting with Fleſh 
and Blood &c. I am ſenſible that Tought always to be deep- 
ly Hembled, but for other Reaſons than you have here 
Aſſigned. For'T know that of my ſelf I am a vile empty 
Nothing, an Abyſs of Sin and Miſery, Darkneſs and'Errour ,. 
before God; therefore let others who will ſet up themſelves 
as Judges to condemn the Writings of A. B. do as they 
think meet; for my part, I am convinced of the Neceſſity of 


having Chrift in the firſt place, and that without him T 


can know nothing, nor take one right Step without falling 
into Errour and Sin. As alſo J am convinced that there are 
, N | 1 5 very 
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Morld and the things that are highly Eſteemd amongſt 
Men. I have been too long of this Number already, and 
therefore now am reſolved to deny my ſelf, and to forſake all 
the Vanities and Amuſements ofthe World, that T may be- 
take my elf to the one thing neceſſary, counting all things but 
Loſs and Dung that I may gain Chriſt ; ſeeing without him my 
Soul is full of Darkzeſs and Errour, but in him J ſhall have 


| ſufficient Light and Wiſdom to guide me in all neceſſary and 


faving Truth. J cannot be deceived in this which is the 
very ſubſtance and deſign of the Goſpe/. And whether think 


WERE. ͤ any 
very few who do truly poſſeſs this Pearl of Price; for they 
do not ſell all for him, they will not part with Self and the 
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you, ſhould I condemn my {elf or juſtify my ſelf in this 


Thing. For my part, I am reſolved with Fob, that #ill 7 


die, 1 will not remove my Integrity from me; and my Heart 


ſhall not reproach me in this thing as long as T lzve. 


And truly in this, I am far from conſulting with Fleſh and 


Blood (as you ſay:) For Fleſh and Blood would perſwade me 
to ſpeak evil of things which J underſtand not, and to pre- 


ſerve my worldly Intereſts entire, and to follow my own. 


blind and carnal Reaſonings, rather than Chriſt: Whereas, I _ 


reſolve by the Grace of God, to contradict Fleſh and Blood, 
and to trample on my worldly Intereſts, and to crucify my 
own Reaſonings, and to ſuffer the loſs of al Things, for no 
other end (my God knows) but that I may win Chrift. 
I approve it much, that you recommend to me à Jament- 
ing before the Lord under the ſenſe of my Sufferings, and a 
crying for heavens Light to diſcern betwixt Truth. and Error. 
This is neceſſary and reaſonable for us all; only we ſhould 
remember that if we take upon us to judge betwixt Truth 


and Error, before we receive Lighuto diſcern the ſame, we 


ſhall be guilty of great pride and preſumption of Spirit, and 
ſhall Iikewiſe fall into moſt dangerous Errors. Wherefore 
we ought not to travel abroad before it be Day. While the 
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heaven. 
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heavenly Zighe hath not yet "difpell'6 the dir hueſe of ur 
Corruptions, tis better to keep at home, than te encreaſe _ 
our ſtrayings by going abroad in a dark Night. May 1 
therefore wait patiently, and cry fervently, antil the day 
dawn and the ſhadows flee away, and the Sun of R e 
ariſe in my Soul. But in the mean time T will Zebave my ſelf 
as a wean d Child; neither will I exerciſe my ſelf in Matters too 
You deſire me to remember that it is not the Synod of Mor- 
ray that is my Party while Matters are ſo, but the great God, 
who is the God of 2 And yet I know that God, who de- 
fends the Innocent, is for me, and J aſſure you, that ſooner 
or later you will know it likewiſe. If it were not ſo, the 
Synod of Morray is but too ſtrong a Party againſt me; but 
no 7 do not fear what Man can do unto ww. 


Next you deſire me to lool that the ſpring and fountain of all 
. my Miſtakes,be not an Error in the Foundation, little experience 
with the Lord's dealings in the Work of Converſion,” and the 
want of acquaintance with the Spirits condutt, &c. I am indeed 
convinc'd, that the ſpring and fountain of all the material Er- 
.  "rors and Miſtakes that are amongſt us, is in ſome. Erxorinthe 
Foundation, &c. And therefore if others thought it worththeir 
while to hear me, I would ſtill cry to them to leave off their 
Diſputes, Wranglings, and Contendings, and to betake them- 
"ſelves to the Work of laying a good Foundation, caſting out 
the Rubbiſb, digging deep, and never reſting till they come 
to the Rock whoſe work is Perfect, committing — aaa 
little Children, to the Conduct of his holy, Spirit, who. would 
guide us in the way of Peace, and Truth, and Holineſs, If 
others know a better. way, they may take it, but I reſolve to 
take none other; but will. endeavour thropgh Grace, to ply 
the Work diligently, in caſting out the fith and ralbiſb of 
my Soul, even Self and the World, with their Affeclions and 
Tulln bleding my heavenly: Father, who, in Bis Goodneſs 
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and Wiſdom, aſſiſts me in this Work, even bm outward a. | 
flictions, ſo that I am miſtaken, miſrepreſented, libelled and 
* 5 cenſured, by my Brethren and Friends; for it ſeems that 1 
have need of all this to make me dig the deeper in Humi- 
lity and Self alaſement, waiting patiently for the diſcovery 
and manifeſtation of Chriſt the Rock, in my Soul, to whole 
Conduct I defire to give up m ſelf as a little Infant, ſeek- 
ing and deſiring nothing but that his holy Will may {till be 
accompliſhed in me, in all things. And I am perſwaded, 
that if all of us were faithful in t is Work, there ſhould be 
no more Errors, or Diviſions, or Contentions amongſt us; but: 
without this, our Errors and Contentions can never 
Therefore I to take this Courſe, and that the frowns or 
allurements of t e World, ſhall never divert me from it, be- 
ing well aſſured, that whatever Sufferings I meet with in 
this Way, they are truly for Righteouſneſs ſake, and for 
Chriſt's ſake, 225 ſo T take them joyfully. Thus, I have 
confeſs d under my Hand, what I ſincerely believe with my 
Heart, nothing doubting, but that (as you write) in this 
. way of Confeſſion and giving Glory to God, I ſhall have 
the Countenance and Favour of God, and alſo 'of his People, 
unleſs any of them ſuffer themſelves to be led aſide by their 
own Corruption, or by any prejudice againſt me; in either 
of which Caſes, I ſhall be more grieved for their Sin, than 
for my own Afﬀidion. 
Reverend Brother, according to your deſire, I take your 
freedom in very good part, and thereſore I have been at pains | 


e op communicate my Thoughts to you concerning 
theſe things whereof you Wrote. Only I complain that nei-„ 
ther you, nor any other that voted my Depefition. or Suſ- 


penſion, did ever by Word or Write, publickly or private- 
7 uſe ſo much freedom with me heretofore : Altho you was 
bound by your Duty to God, and Charit Soul, as 
* as for Exonering your ſelves before Jn W ot to boys | 


been 
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been at much more pains boch privately and publickly, be- 
ooo you had proceeded ſo far in your Cenſures as you have 
done. | | 22 | | | 


H you ſatis your ſelf in refuſing me the Name of a 


Brot her, T am not to quarrel it, for I know that I am a. 


vile Vorm, and that I deſerve to be deſpiſed by all Men. vet 


ſeeing it is the only Deſignation that is uſual here amongſt 
ſuch as are in the Station of the Miniſtry, therefore T have 


no ſcruple to give it you; and the rather, becauſe J am- 
perſwaded that the freedom you ſay, you have; to vote my 
Depoſition, ariſes merely from your miſtaking. me; tor vou 
are altogether a ſtranger to me, you neither know my Pra- 
ctice nor manner of Life, nor the Motives which induced me 
to follow a more retired way than formerly; which if you 
knew, I doubt not but you would alter your Thoughts, un- 
leſs you be one that is more engaged to the Earth, and the 
things of Time, than I take you - to be. . 


L oaſtly you ſay, he Paper [ ſent you. can not be ſuſtained as an 


Appeal by any Judicatory. But it belongs neithettoyou, nor to 


me, but to theJudicatories themſelves to determine that. For 


tho there was no mention made of it before the Synod roſe, yet 
that was becauſe the Sentence was paſs'd in Abſence, and my 
abſence was oceaſion d oHjuſt and reaſonable Grounds; ſo that 
F doubt not, but the Appeal may be ſuſtain'd as orderly, in 
ſuch a Caſe, by any Judicatory. But, however tliat be, yet 
certainly it had been moſt juſt and equal for you to have ſi- 


| gnified' your receit thereof, ſo as the ſame might have been. 


Produced before the Judicatories; whereas the Letter, 
which you ſent, is not proper to be produced before them, 


which gives me ground to ſuſpect, that tlie defign'of your 


Better, is to hinder and retard my Afairs. Vet, ſeeing you 


deelare, that you deſign nothing but gyod to my Soul, there- 


fore I will conſtruct charitably of your Deſigns, and u fiat: | 
ever miſtakes may be in- your Letter, yet J receive it 2 4 og 
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'T6ken of your goodwill, * am reſolved to make no other 
uſe of it; earneſt ly deſiring that you will accept of this my 
Anſwer in the ſame. manner, ſeeing, I aſſure you, it is not 
any Selfiſh Intereſt that T have deſigned thereby, but only 
your Good, even that you and I may betake our ſelves to 
the plain and neceſſary (tho too much neglected) Duties of 
the Goſpel, and that ſo ſeriouſly, and earneſtly, as to lay aſide 
dur Contendings about other things; which would bring un- 
K advantages alongſt with it. And in expectation 


; Reverend and Dear Brother, 


Tour Aﬀettionate Brother and 


Servant in the Lord. GC. 
Ou ſee, Reverend Brother, hew fully Mr. A. cleaxss Þ 
himſelf of all theſe things that have been Obje&ted _ | 
againſt him, and it is evident, that by the Rules of the Ge. 
pel we cannot Anſwer forthe Wrong thatis done him:There- 
fore it concerns the next General Aſſembly to repair it, by 
Reſtoring him to his Miniſtry, and preventing. the like 
in time to come. For the Lord is at hand, and therefore it 
is not time 70 be Eating, and Drinking,. and Smiting our fe 
om Serwants. Our Corruptions are already feſtered in the 
ſight of God; therefore it is not time to be hiding and c- 
vering them from the Eyes of Men, that we may maintain 
our Credit and Reputation among the People. "The Judge 
ments of God are Nalgiag, and ſo it is not time to be Flat 
tering our ſelves or others, that we are the true Church and 


— 
. * 


Spouſe of Chriſt, that have kept our ſel ves Undeftled and.Un. | 
[potted from the World, and the Luſts thereof. What then © 

temains? But that we humble our ſelves, and take unto 
ann b G et , 
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* Fooliſhneſs, ſince that notwithſtanding of all our 
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ourAelves-ſhame and c 190 Face 8 our Sins: and - 


ments And Revounciations; we have not yet Nenauuce 


ä Devili the World, and the Hleſb; ; nor are truly e ell the 


Tracing: the ſteps of our Deareſt Lord, which is the one 


thing neceſſary. Such (no doubt as reſolve not to amend. 


will count me an Enemy, becauſe I tell them the Truth; 
but 1 hope the Reverend Afembly-will find themſelves oblig- 
ed 4 1866, wh a more Chriſtian —— of theſe things, 


which as it would be their Peace, ſo it Gall: both, amel 
* hap 


Very Reverend and Dear 1 OE 


& Tour Affectionate Brother and Servant, &c. 


A aan * 
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4 Let * from Mr. Allan ; 10 4 Friend, anent the Son 2 
- in which he afſented to the Aſſemblies Capdemmarion 
I the Propeſirions r mY vows: 10 A. B. 


* Reverand Sr, 


o defire an account of "Y ſenſei in OY thou ght 
the Aſſemblies Condemnation of the Propoſitions ſet 
down by them might be aſſented to. Truly I nevef thought 
that their Condemnation of the Propoſitions might be aſſent- 
ed to, for T\till looked both on the Compilers and Condemn- 
ers of them to be Inexcuſable, ſeeing: they had acceſs, and 


it was their duty to have informed themſelves. of the Au- 


thor's:Senſe and Meaning; and to have repreſented. the fame 
9 to r in Mae Tconceive, they have fail'd 


excceding- 


= 1 - . 


nar, 8 of the een are conceivet 
1 ſuch terms, as are plainly Inconſiſtent with. A. B s. Senti= _ 
ments, as they are Repreſented in the Apology.: And al- 
gha others of them are Expreſſed in her own Words, yet it 
0 7 4 and lamely, without the neceſſary Explications, 
that her ſenſe of them is commonly beet and another 
auite different is uſually affixed to them. So that according 
to any mall glimpſe that I have of A. B's. Sentiments, 1 
could not obſerve that they were rightly. underſtood, ſo 
much as in one Propoſition, but on the contrary, the gene- 
_ - ality. both of Miniſters and People, had forme unto them- 
ſilves ſeveral monſtrous miſ-ſhapen notions which they affix- 
-ed to theſe Propoſitions, Calling them A. B's. Die. 1 
and Errours, and ſaying that I Own'd and Maintain d all 
theſe Errours and Abſurdities, becauſe I did not renounce. 
fttheſe Propoſitions at the firſt hearing, but would take them 
into Conſideration. Therefore when I had conſidered them 
and found that ſome of them were Erroneous in the plain 
bod «obvious ſenſe of the Words; and others were ſo in that lands : 
- which was moſt commonly and uſually put upon them; 1 
? | Judged my ſelf. Obliged for | ſtopping their Mouths, and 
Clearing my (elf of their Calumnies, to declare that I had 
no Seruple to. renounce them, in the moſt common, Uſual or 
Obvious ſenſe ( for ſo it is worded in my Papers: ) withaft 
letting them know that I could not partake-with-ſuch/as 2. 
fcribe theſe Wi to A. B. e in the forefaid 
ſenſe. -- 
And becauſe R. S. you deſire my account of this Senſe in 
Which 1 thought the Propoſitions might be Renounced, thetie- 
fore I ſhall give it particularl 55 but briefly, on the feverdl 
Propoſitions ; which are .. 
Wo denying of the Permiſſion of Sin, peo; the Ififlionf = 
Damnation and Vengeance for Sin. Now according to the ſenſe 
| which! is moſt commonly put upog. theſe Werds, as they 
G 2 | are 
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are” 7 barely: ſet down ac: any Explicarion; This ze 
Sing of the-Permiſſion of Sin, is the ſame thing as the deny- _ 
ning of, or derogating from the Power and Providence of f| © 
| God, which truly I Deteſt and Abhor: But T'cannot ſay, 

that this ſenſeis to be found in the Writings of A. B. or tlie 

- Apology for them, ſeeing the Explications which are offered 
there, do clear the Power and Providence of God. andlike- 
- wiſe his Goodneſs and Unſpotted Purity and Holineſs; in | 
ſuch a manner, as, I am ſure, it were great Preſumption in 
me, to take upon me to Judge and Condemn them, As 
to the denying of the Iuſliction of Damnation and Vengeance for 

Sin, Thave already Spoken of it in my account of he Proceſs. 

1. The aſcribing to Chriſt a twofold humane Nature, one of 
which was produced of Adam, &c. I have no ſcruple to re- 
nounce this as Erroneous, but withal I think it plainly in- 
conſiſtent with 4: B Sentiments, for ſhe never taught 
that Chriſt had a twofold Soul, and a+ twofold Body, which 
only can conſtitute a twofold humane Nature. "Tis true, ſhe 
Ays, that the ſame glorious Body, in which we read, thro? 5 
all the old Teſtament, that the Son of God eonverſed- Wing 
the holy Men of theſe times, did put om and cloath it ſelf 
with our Frailty and Mortality, i in the Womb of the bleſſed 
Virgin: 1 Vet I conceive, that it is not her meaning there- 
by, to Aſeribe to Chriſt a twofold humane Nature, no more 
than we mean to Aſcribe a twofold humane Nature to our 
ſelves, by our believing, that the frail: mortal Bodies which 
now we have, ſhall put on, — be cloathed with Glory and 
Immortality: 

3. The denying, of the Divers of 2 ind: Reproitiin, | 
1550 the loading of theſe Afts . of Grace and Soueraignty, with 
Odlious and Bl hem Aſperſions. TE is evident, that tie Pe- 
erees of Election and Reprobation, are Aſſerted in the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, and that they are indeed Acts of Grace: and So- 
ra, and 11280 _ ought not te be deny d, "me 
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far leſs loaded with Odious WL 1 ede But 
I am ſure, that it can not be faid, on good grounds, that 
A. B. denies theſe Decrees, only, becauſe ſhe Explains 
them in a manner different from the Weſtminſter Confeſſ ſon, 
or that ſhe leads theſe Acts of Grace and Soveraiguty with 
Blaſphemous Aſperſions, becauſe ſhe Adduees ſome Unan- 
ſwerable Reaſons, to Prove that the Doctrine of abſolute 
| Reprobation has Blaſphemous conſequenees. Truly I think 
the © Compilits of theſe Propoſitions, ſhould have Explained. ' 
more particularly, in. what ſenſe ſhe owns- Election and Re- 
probation, and in what ſenſe ſhe denies theſe Decrees: For 
my part in my Renounciation, I took: them in the Scripture 
ſenſe, and not in that.of the Weſtminſter Confeſſion, which I. 
did ſufficiently Intimate to the Judicatories, by Propoſing to 
them ſome Scruples, particularly againſt. this Doctrine 
of Reprobation, as it is contain d in the ſaid Confeſſion. _ 
That there is a good Spirit, and an evil: Spirit in the 
Souls F all. . Men, before” they are Bom. This Propolition 
ſeems to have been fram d on purpole, to. convey ſome Ex- 
travagant notion. into People's Minds, as in effect it has done, 
it being commonly underſtood, as if A. B. had Taught that 
there is a particular Angel, and likewiſe ſome 9 | 
Devil, in every, Man's Soul before he is Born ;which appears 


to me kiel, and yet few are able to make any other 


thing of this Propoſition, as it is here ſet down, whereas 
if the Explications that are given of it were calmly conſi- 
dered, Lam confident, that te ar none would condemn 1 "* he 
as Erroneous. 
2 That the Wilt of Man is Unlimited: and that this muſt * 
be in Man ſome Infinite quality, whereby he may Unite himſelf 
tv God. The ſenſe that is uſually affixed to this is certainly 


very Erroneous and. Abſurd, as if Man were thereby ex- 1 


alted above the ſtate of a Creature, and were able by the 


1 Yer of his Unlimited free- will to go good, and to make 7 3 
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Note, and a Rebellion in Chriſt's Natural will, to the 1 . 


cad This is'plainly Erroncons, and ivis-as plainly a Mif- | f 


repreſentation of A. B*s: Doctrine; ſeeing ſhe teaches wit | 


the Apoſtle,” that Chriſt was ranched with” the feeling of ar 
 Iyfermities; and was Tempted in all points, Lite as we aye, "yet 
without Sin. Now if in Nepreſt 0 8 the Apoſtle's Doctrine, 
any ſhould add the word = * Chriſt's Tnfirmities ane 


Temptations; and then ſhou Fin what lie adds for Ex- 7 
plaining them; that they were without Sin: And ſo ſhoullli 


Repreſent the Apoſtle's Doctrine, as if he Aﬀerted the Sin- 
ful Infirmities; and Temptations of Chriſt's Humane Nature 


in all points like unto ours: Would not this be a very Un- 
faithful Repreſentation of it? Juſt ſo. is 4 B's. Doctrine 


. Repreſented here; they add the Word, Sinful, ſaying that 


ſhe " Aﬀforrs the Sin fat. Corruption of Chriff's Humane Nature, 
and then they conceal, — adds for Explaining her ſelf; 
viz”: That the Rebellion which way felt in his natural will, 
was in Sentiment only, but never igronſent: For my part, 
Ifincerely deteſt any Doctrine which would maintain that 
Chriſt was ever defiled with any Sin, either Original or 4- 


ctual, but Tam fully ſatisfy d, that this ĩs very unjuſtly aſcrib. 4 


ed to the Writings of 4. B. and the Apology for them. 


8. The Aﬀerting a" flate of Perfection in this Life, aud a 
ds of Parification in the Life to come : That Generation tales 


place in Heaven, and that there are no true Chriſtians in the 


World. All which being barely Propoſed without any Ex- 
plication; I am perſwaded that the common Notions and 
Opinions which Men have of them, are far diſtant from 
the Sentiments of A. B. For they no ſooner hear of a State 

perfetion in this Life, than commonly they form unto + 


nes ſuch notions, as if fuch a State behoved to fur- 3 


niſh Men with Matter of Pride and ſelf Exaltation, as iF 
* had a mind, to take Heaven by their own Force, and” 
| | | Strength, | 
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Sapicur- Nor of a State of Part feat in The Life: to comes 
dar what they Imagine to be meant of à ſocaf Pui 
* T4 And Material Tore 8, ſuch as they have been d Red 

to conſider: in the Popilh.Coneroverſies. N or that ere: 
Þ Generation in Heaven, but preſemly they [Underſtand it 
in a Carnal, Senſual manner, and ſo 2 that this is 
the Eſtabliſhing; 'of a Mahumetan Paradiſe. And when they 

| hear, that - 4. H. ſays ; there art us true Cbriſtiaus in tie 
Morld, they preſertly form to themſelves ſuch a notion of 

2 true Chriſtian; as may at leaſt Include the-Generaliry of | 
the Guides and Paſtors a the Church into the Number: 

And then no wender, that they exclaimagainſt B's. Pride 
and Arrogance, and Uncharitableneſs in faying, there are nv 
more true Chriſtians or Earth; ſceing in this Senſe; there are 
| | - Certainly many Thauſands of them. Thus I have Partieular- 
S - Aytouched foine ofthelsErevnidasSodfie which are but too 
commonly and uſually Amed to theſe Propoſitions, and 
| _ fo are made t paſs fag the Sentiments of A. B. With all 
Which and much mort, I was ſure to be loaded before the 
World, incaſe I hail refuſed -Abſalutely-to*-Rewunce the 
Propoſitions; and I was as fare to be leadid)with the Guilt 
8 Calumny and Tilftſtice before God, in cuſe T had Remounced 
= them as 25 B's... Errours an ws. ThereforeTthought - 
; 0 zit moſt. Adviſeable in fuch a caſe, t declare, that F-had vo 
'  eferaple, to renounce them In the e fe, i 
Z : mean time, to tet them know, chi e nouns, - 
that they: were contain d, or to be — Br. Ds. 
| eſpecially incthe-forefaid Senſe... If any blame: my: conduct 
An this, I ſhalk not Tenacicufly Joſtity m felf : On Lea 
ſſay; that I did hat at that time F Judged ro be Duty, 
| bard I had no other Deſign, but z I as Tao enſively 2+ 
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